June 21, 2005 Draft Meeting Summary

Greater Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

USFWS Conference Room

10950 Tyler Rd, Red Bluff 

10 am – 1 pm

1.  Introductions & quick announcements 

Present: Curtis Anderson, Mike Berry, Kerry Burke, Carissa Dunn, Scott Ferris, Rebecca Fris, Peter Jacobsen, Ken Lentz, Mary Marshall, Melanie McFarland, Jess Newton, Kevin Niemela, Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Harry Rectenwald, Brendan Reed, Angela Risdon (chair), Mike Roberts, Herbie Sansom, Jim Smith, Michael Tucker, Steve Turek, Michael Ward. (Jess Newton, USFWS, note-taker)

Announcements:
· Mike Roberts (TNC) is leaving for Utah and will no longer be serving as The Nature Conservancy’s representative to the GBCWWG.  Thank you, Mike, for all your good work.  Peggy McNutt will now be TNC’s primary representative.  Dawit Zeleke will be the secondary representative

· Kevin Niemela passed out a summary report of the project to release excess Coleman National Fish Hatchery (CNFH) steelhead into Keswick Reservoir in 2004 (attached).

2.  Review & approve May 17 meeting summary

The May 17 draft minutes were approved.

3.  Roundtable updates (all participants) 

a.  Status of the BO on the Restoration Project (NOAA Fisheries - Mike Tucker) 

The BO on the Restoration Project has been sent to the regional director and could be signed any day now. 

b.  Status of the Biological Opinion (BO) on Coleman National Fish Hatchery (NOAA Fisheries - Mike Tucker)

No new update on the BO for CNFH.
 See the Issue Tracking Document, Issue 3 for the current status (i.e. NOAA has no estimated date of when this will be completed).

c.  Update on the Battle Creek Restoration Project (BOR - Mary Marshall) 

The EIS/EIR document has been completed and is currently being finalized.  BOR and the State Water Board met on June 20 and decided the document should undergo legal review before being released for public review.  This will cause some delay but they are still planning on the August funding decision deadline. 

Landowner meetings.  Mary summarized the meetings with various landowners Upper management level staff with USBR will conduct these landowner meetings.  

d. Others / follow up on ACTION items from May ’05 (e.g. Carissa will update us on Serge/CVPWA’s participation).

Carissa reported that she contacted Serge regarding future representation for the CVPWA at Battle Creek meetings.  The concern was that our current meeting date might be conflicting with Serge’s schedule and thus precluding his attendance/representation by the CVPWA.  Carissa contacted Serge and offered that the group could modify its meeting schedule to accommodate his schedule. Serge replied that he is focusing on other projects currently and did not take us up on the offer to change the day of the GBCWWG meetings.  He was appreciative of the offer.

4. Public comment on the Initial Recommendation of the ERP Selection Panel regarding additional funding for the Battle Creek Restoration Program (Discussion will be led by Rebecca Fris)

Rebecca handed out copies of 1) “Initial Recommendation – Monday, June 20, 2005” by CBDA for the Directed Action for the Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project and 2) “Technical Panel Review Form” by the Joint Battle Creek Review Panel.

CBDA’s initial recommendation is to FUND the Restoration Project with recommendations to improve monitoring of the response of physical habitat and fish communities.  A press release will announce a 30 day public comment period extending 
through July 20, 2005.  Funds for the additional monitoring actions listed in the Initial Recommendations are not included in the proposal.    

5. Watershed Issue Tracking Document (DWR - Curtis Anderson)

Curtis reviewed new text descriptions received from: Mike Ward, Kevin, Jim, Scott H., Sharon, Harry, Kerry Burke, Angela, Tricia, Curtis, Jeff Phipps, and Scott Ferris.  New text was signified by 3 asterisks (***).  Discussion included the following:

 Items #8 and #14: Scott Ferris stated that there was a need for greater outreach and communication with stakeholders outside the Battle Creek watershed (e.g. Stockton and Bay Area fishermen).  This initiated a productive discussion on outreach methods (e.g. announcements in the Fish Sniffer, Western Outdoor News, and the CDFG magazine) and the possibility of forming an outreach subcommittee possibly comprised of Scott Ferris, Angela Risdon, Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Jim Smith, and Ken Lentz.

Item #7:  Angela will add a few more words on specifics of the PG&E license amendment process.

Item #12: Melanie asked Mike Ward to add another bullet item addressing sedimentation from roads.

Item #22: Herbie Sansom will provide a written update to Curtis on the most recent designs for the Lassen Lodge Hydro project.

Item #30 Sharon Paquin-Gilmore will provide a written description to Curtis for providing adequate background information to BCWG participants.

Item #2: Rebecca Fris will get an update from Scott Hamelberg.

Angela suggested that tracking future changes in this document should be done by dating each new version and bolding text added or changed since the last version.


d. Determine next steps

1) Focus on top ten items.  Angela suggested updates for the Top 10 issues should be permanent agenda items for GBCWWG meetings.

2) Develop action items.  

3) Add to this document through time.  We need to develop protocols/rules for prioritizing new issues.  To help us with this, Rick will be invited to the next meeting and we will discuss this prior to the field tour of PG&E’s Coleman powerhouse tailrace.  We will finalize the current document at our next meeting.

6.  Review and comment on draft winter Chinook feasibility study (DFG—Mike Berry)

Mike received review comments from DWR, PG&E, and FWS.  Mike will extend the comment period to July 15 so others can provide feedback.  Mike will deliver comments received to date to Carissa Dunn so she can add to them.    

7.  Summary of meeting/future action items and identification of agenda items for the July 19 2005 meeting (e.g. fieldtrip to PG&E’s Coleman Powerhouse tailrace barrier).

Prior to fieldtrip, meet at the RBFWO with Rick to finalize the Issues Tracking Document.

ACTION ITEMS

Issue Tracking Document:

Item #7:  Angela will add a few more words on specifics of the PG&E license amendment process.

Item #12: Mike Ward will add another bullet item addressing sedimentation from roads.

Item #22: Herbie Sansom will provide a written update to Curtis on the most recent designs for the Lassen Lodge Hydro project.

Item #30 Sharon Paquin-Gilmore will provide a written description to Curtis for providing adequate background information to BCWG participants.

Item #2: Rebecca Fris will get an update from Scott Hamelberg.

Draft Winter Chinook Feasibility Study


All: Provide Mike Berry with review comments (by July 15).

NEXT MEETING: JULY 19th, 10:00 am

�Need to state status…


�But Rebecca’s message says no comments (???)


�Jim, didn’t you say that you are on this group? IS this an ACTION?


�
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