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Hatchery Evaluation







Kevin Niemela

The task of marking all juvenile steelhead at Coleman National Fish Hatchery (NFH) with an adipose fin clip was completed in mid-October.  Currently, all juvenile late-fall Chinook at the Coleman NFH are being marked with a fin clip and coded-wire tagged.  This project will be completed in mid-December.

The video weir to monitor and enumerate upstream migrating adult fall Chinook was installed in August and continues to be used for that purpose.  This is a cooperative project with the Department of Fish and Game.

Biologists are taking biological measurements and samples and recovering coded-wire tags from fall Chinook returning to the Coleman NFH.

Battle Creek Monitoring





Jess Newton / Matt Brown

Snorkel surveys upstream of Coleman NFH barrier weir began on August 28 and concluded on November 3, 2006.  A total of 122 Chinook redds were observed.  The first redd was observed on September 19 and the peak redd count occurred the week of October 2.  A total of 54 Chinook carcasses were recovered and genetic tissue samples were taken for most carcasses.  The highest number of live Chinook observations occurred the week of August 28 and totaled 143 live adults.

Preliminary estimates of adult fish passage upstream of the Coleman NFH barrier weir, between March 1 and August 1 2006, were 213 Chinook and 183 steelhead/trout.  This is the highest number of natural origin Chinook passing the upstream ladder during this time period since monitoring began in 1995. 

Although annual juvenile salmonid production monitoring (rotary screw trapping) was scheduled to begin October 15, delays in funding of the Restoration Project have prevented the USFWS from conducting this important monitoring program. 

Anadromous Fish Restoration Program




Tricia Parker

Permitting and construction of the new bypass pipe at the Orwick Diversion fish screen is completed.  Department of Fish & Game is working on an operations agreement to finish this project with a headgate water control structure. (AFRP Plan Action 4)

Coleman National Fish Hatchery Complex 
Scott Hamelberg Project Leader, 365-8622

Screens for Water Intakes

Co-lead: Eric Simmen, USBR, Shasta Dam Office

The environmental investigation for the Coleman National Fish Hatchery (NFH)  Intakes has begun. A multi-agency/stakeholder meeting for this project was held on Sept 7, 2006. Reclamation is conducting surveys of the area and is staking potential project limits.  Reclamation's Technical Service Center in collecting field data to be in a position to promptly start design when an alternative is selected as part of the NEPA/CEQA process.

Barrier Weir & Upstream Ladder Improvements 







Co-lead: Sandy Osborn, Project Manager USBR

In June 2006, the Service and Reclamation, as co-lead Federal agencies under NEPA, signed a FONSI based on the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Fish Barrier Weir and Ladder Modification at Coleman NFH.  On September 12, Reclamation issued a solicitation for proposals from interested contractors for construction of the subject project.  It is anticipated that major construction activities will begin in the spring of 2007.  In-stream construction is confined to June 1 through September 30 of any year.  

The Service and Reclamation provided an informational flyer on the subject project at the October 7th Manton Apple Festival and an interpretive display at the Coleman NFH's October 21 Return of the Salmon Festival.  The "September 2006 Update" flyer is available from Reclamation and Coleman National Fish Hatchery.

Livingston Stone NFH 


John Rueth, Assistant Hatchery Manager, USFWS

Currently on station:   163,000 natural origin juveniles and 37,000 captive origin juveniles. The juvenile fish will be tagged in December and released in early February 2007.
