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The California Department of Fish and Game, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission have recently embarked on a major new marking and tagging program for fall-run Chinook salmon raised at Central Valley hatcheries.  Over 8 million fish, 25% of the production releases of fall-run Chinook salmon from Central Valley hatcheries, will be marked with an adipose fin clip and coded-wire tagged beginning this spring.  More than $6.7 million is being provided by the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program over the next two years to implement this project.  Cooperating agencies include the California Department of Water Resources, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and East Bay Municipal Utility District.

Marking and tagging of 25% fall Chinook production was completed at the Feather River Hatchery Annex (a satellite facility of the Feather River Hatchery) in early March, and was initiated at the Coleman National Fish Hatchery on March 5, 2007.  Marking and tagging will continue at the Coleman NFH through April, 2007, with up to four automated marking and tagging trailers operating concurrently during the peak of the tagging project.  An added benefit of this project is, for the first time ever, fall Chinook production will be enumerated by a physical count, rather than an estimate.

Battle Creek Monitoring





Jess Newton / Matt Brown

The Battle Creek Monitoring Program no longer has CALFED funding to collect fisheries data on Battle Creek due to delays in funding of the Restoration Project.  Rotary screw traps, used to estimate juvenile salmonid production, are currently not being operated due to lack of funds.  Operation of the Coleman NFH barrier weir fish trap began March 1, based on limited short-term funding from the Red Bluff Fish and Wildlife Office.  Barrier weir monitoring data are used to estimate passage of adult Chinook and steelhead into upper Battle Creek.  
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AFRP Plan Action 4 calls for insuring successful juvenile outmigration past the Orwick irrigation diversion. The first part of this project, construction of the bypass pipe, was completed in the fall of 2006. In December, volunteers from Shasta Trinity Fly Fishers Club worked with agency biologists to revegetate the site. To finish this project, Department of Fish & Game established an operations agreement for a headgate water control structure with the water rights holder (completed Jan 2007).  Now, FWS funds will be used to design/construct the structure to protect the fish screen from overtopping. 
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Screens for Water Intakes
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The environmental investigation for the Coleman National Fish Hatchery (NFH) Intakes began in September 2006. A multi-agency/stakeholder meeting for this project was held on Sept 7, 2006. Reclamation is conducting surveys of the area and is staking potential project limits.  Reclamation's Technical Service Center is collecting field data to be in a position to promptly start design when an alternative is selected as part of the NEPA/CEQA process. The first step of that NEPA/CEQA process, the draft Environmental Assessment (EA)/Initial Study (IS) is underway. The public meeting is slated for March 20 at 5 pm in the Community Center in Red Bluff.

Barrier Weir & Upstream Ladder Improvements  
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On February 1, 2007, Reclamation's Mid Pacific Region awarded the contract for the construction of the Service's Fish Barrier Weir & Ladder Modification at Coleman National Fish Hatchery (NFH) to Gracon Corporation.  It is anticipated that major construction activities will begin in the spring of 2007.  In-stream construction is confined to June 1 through September 30 of any year.  

Ongoing Issues:  In January 2007, Coleman NFH requested reinitiation of section 7 formal consultation with National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on the subject project.  Reinitiation was triggered by a slight change in the proposed action that may not have been previously considered in NMFS's June 2006 BO.  The proposed action may include cofferdams constructed of either clean spawning gravel and/or free-standing, temporary cofferdam structures with a steel framework and impervious fabric membrane.  On February 21, the Service received a draft amended BO from NMFS. 
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Winter Chinook salmon released on February 8, 2007 included 161,000 natural origin juveniles and 35,000 captive x natural origin juveniles. As of March 13, 2007, five natural origin winter Chinook adults were retained for genetic testing. 

