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The California Department of Fish and Game, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission have recently embarked on a major new marking and tagging program for fall-run Chinook salmon raised at Central Valley hatcheries.  Over 8 million fish, 25% of the production releases of fall-run Chinook salmon from Central Valley hatcheries, will be marked with an adipose fin clip and coded-wire tagged beginning this spring.  This project is called the Constant Fractional Mark (CFM).  More than $6.7 million is being provided by the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program over the next two years to implement this project.  Cooperating agencies include the California Department of Water Resources, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and East Bay Municipal Utility District.

Marking and tagging of 25% fall Chinook production was completed at the Coleman National Fish Hatchery on April 24.  Marking and tagging has also been completed at Mokelumne River Hatchery and the Annex to the Feather River Hatchery (a substation of the main Feather River Hatchery).  Marking and Tagging continues at the main Feather River Hatchery and the Nimbus Hatchery. 

Tuesday, May 1 was the first day of the 2007 winter Chinook salmon carcass survey.  The winter Chinook carcass survey will continue seven days a week through the month of August.  Preliminary evidence suggests a dramatically reduced run size for winter Chinook in 2007 compared to recent years.

Battle Creek Monitoring
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Currently, we are monitoring upstream-passage of adult Chinook and rainbow trout at the Coleman NFH barrier weir fish ladder.  Monitoring will be conducted from March 1 through August 1.  A fish trap was used from March 1 to May 9 and an underwater video system will be used for the rest of the season due to high water temperatures.  As of April 26, the number of fish passed upstream included 61 unclipped Chinook and 71 unclipped rainbow trout/steelhead.  By this date last year, we had only passed about 16 unclipped Chinook.  Snorkel surveys of spawning grounds will begin in late May and will continue through November.
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As of May 1, 2007, 35 natural origin winter Chinook adults have been retained for the upcoming spawning season.  Returning Adult numbers appear to be lower than past years.

Barrier Weir & Upstream Ladder Improvements/Fish Barrier Weir & Ladder

Modification at Coleman NFH (CALFED Action #99-B08)  
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Ongoing Issues:  

The Service and Reclamation anticipate that major construction activities will begin by mid-May 2007.  In-stream construction is confined to June 1 through September 30.  

New Issues:  

Bald Eagle.  On April 4, Reclamation's avian biologist consultant completed the 14-day pre-construction raptor monitoring required for Endangered Species Act compliance for the Federally-listed as a threatened bald eagle.  The monitoring results indicate that the bald

eagle nest in the project vicinity is progressing normally.  

Info Line.  Reclamation's toll-free construction info line is: 800-742-9474.  Info will be updated as construction progresses.

Budget.  In March and April 2007, Reclamation briefed the Service on the project's cost growth and advised the Service to secure an additional $1.95 million.  The cost growth is primarily due to a 1-year schedule delay and increases in cost of:  construction; construction

materials; design and post-award construction support; and conservation measures to protect the bald eagles.

Biological Opinion.  On March 26, National Marine Fisheries Service issued their amended biological opinion (BO).  As addressed in the amended BO, the construction contractor plans to use 3 portable, free-standing cofferdam systems (instead of spawning gravel) to divert

Battle Creek flows away from the construction of the ladders and upstream and downstream of the temporary diversion channel. 

Schedule. Construction contract award:  February 1, 2007; Mobilize on-site:  April 25, 2007; Major construction activities begin:  May 14, 2007; Work in water window:  June 1 through September 30 of any year ; Construction completion:  February 2009.

CNFH 
Intake Improvements   
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On March 20, 2007 A public meeting on the CNFH Intake Improvement project was held in conjunction with the release of the Draft EA/IS for the NEPA/CEQA process.  The comment period on the draft document closed on April 13, 2007.  Reclamation and FWS are working with the contractor, Tetra Tech. Inc., to respond to comments and identify a preferred alternative.  Due to cost/funding issues, options are being examined for a "phased" project.

