October 18, 2005 Draft Meeting Summary

Greater Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

USFWS Conference Room

10950 Tyler Rd, Red Bluff 

The meeting commenced at 10:00 am

1.  Introductions & quick announcements 

Present: Peggy McNutt, Kevin Niemela, Tricia Parker, Mike Berry, Melanie McFarland, Kerry Burke, Ken Lentz, Herb Sansum, Mary Marshall, Peter Jacobsen, R.J. Roth, Angela Risdon, Mike Ward, Jim Smith, Kellie Whitton, Bob Grace, Curtis Anderson, Mike Tucker, Jess Newton (note-taker), Dennis Heiman, Tom Knight, Rick Morat, Sharon Paquin-Gilmore.

2.  Review July 19 meeting notes

Mary Marshall had additional edits and will send in revisions.  Following this, July 19 meeting notes will be ready for final approval.

3.  Announcements


Sharon Paquin-Gilmore – Sharon invited Bob Grace, a public relations consultant, to provide examples of outreach brochures potentially useful for the GBCWWG.


Sharon Paquin-Gilmore – Sharon introduced Tom Knight as a new board member to the BCWC and alternate representative for the BCWC.


Mike Ward – The BCWC is funded to put together a Watershed Monitoring Plan.  Mike invited interested agencies and public to sit on the committee to oversee the draft document.  Monitoring will include water quality, watershed processes, and watershed conditions.  This plan will tie into the Adaptive Management Plan and other monitoring activities.
4.  Roundtable updates


a.  Manton fire



Sharon Paquin-Gilmore passed around a map depicting the area burned by the Manton Fire.  The fire was started by a bee keeper who parked his vehicle in tall dry grass.  A Fire Safe Council was formed and will focus on education.  


b.  Flooding of the Coleman Powerhouse Tailrace Barrier Weir




Angela Risdon described reasons for the flooding.  The month-long powerhouse outage allowed vegetation to grow and accumulate in the Coleman Forebay.  When the powerhouse came back online, the vegetation moved down and clogged the weir causing water to flood over and around the weir.  PG&E repaired the eroded flanks of the weir and revegetated the area.  PG&E may modify the weir in the future to contain flows that overtop the weir.  In similar situations in the future, PG&E will station personnel on the weir to clean off vegetation as the power plant comes back online.   

c.  Update on the Battle Creek Restoration Project (Mary Marshall – BOR)

· In October, the CBDA voted to transfer ERP funds (Proposition 50) to CDFG.  Following this vote, the CBDA recommended that CDFG fund the Battle Creek Restoration Project.

· EIS/EIR is final.  BOR is in process of completing the NEPA process.  DWR is completing the SEQA findings process.


d.  Status of USFWS activities in the Battle Creek Watershed (Tricia Parker) 

· The GreenSheet Update was distributed and briefly discussed.

· Jess Newton will convene a meeting of fisheries agencies to discuss the new rotary screw trap (FWS) location, sampling impacts to juvenile Chinook and permitting.


e.  Other Updates (All) 

Kevin Niemela  - Very preliminary data from the 2005 Sacramento River Winter Chinook Carcass Survey suggests that escapement estimates may be roughly twice that of 2004. 

Mike Berry – Compliance for the recent Orwick Canal Rock Weir permit was not satisfactory.  Therefore, the rock weir was adjusted to allow upstream fish passage on river right.  This November, a fixed plate will be installed in front of the Orwick canal fish screen at the headgate to limit flow to 50-60 cfs and preventing flows from overtopping the screen during winter storms.  Plans are being developed to construct a new functional juvenile fish bypass and automated headgate at the Orwick screen this spring or summer. 

6.  Watershed Issue Tracking Document (Curtis Anderson - DWR)
Curtis handed out the latest version of the Document.

Item #3:
The two Biological Opinions: The Battle Creek Restoration Project BO is completed and signed.  Subsection 3.3 will be added which is a new BO for the FERC relicensing process.


Item #4:
Mary Marshall will provide updated wording.

Item #9:
Mike Berry will distribute a new draft of the Winter Run Chinook Salmon feasibility study by December 31st.

Item #10:
Subsection 10.1, paragraph 2 will be updated to reflect recent transfer of funds from the ERP to CDFG.

Item #16:
Mary Marshall will provide updates.

Item #17:
Task in final paragraph is complete.  Curtis will update language and provide link.

Item #18:
Mary Marshall will provide update.

Item #25:
Provide language linking this item to #19 and the Hatchery AMP.

Item #26:
Resolved.

Item #30:
Add language linking this item to #8.

Curtis will update this document and send it out in one month.  Everyone will have one month to review and give new updates before next meeting.  Resolved items will be put in another document but numbering will not change.  An Issues Table will be created for easy reference.

7.  Outreach Primer (Rick Morat)

Rick Morat led an initial discussion on the outreach process.  Rick provided six handouts: 1) definition of “outreach,” 2) definition of “communication,” 3) diagram of effective outreach, 4) a news article on the Battle Creek Restoration Project from the Chico Enterprise Record, 5) a fact sheet on the Restoration Project developed for the Salmon Festival and 6) a very-rough draft of a long-term outreach plan.

· An outreach subcommittee was formed. People who’ve volunteered include: Janet Waltham (PG&E), Ken Lentz, Steve Turek, Tricia Parker, Rick Morat (advisor), Sharon Paquin-Gilmore and Peggy McNutt.  A leader is yet to be determined.

· The outreach subcommittee will develop a draft Triage Outreach Plan (a.k.a. Strategic Outreach Plan).

8. Nomination Committee.


It is time to elect a new Chairman for the GBCWWG.  The nomination committee is Ken Lentz, Peggy McNutt, and Sharon Paquin-Gilmore.  Steve Turek will fill in for Angela Risdon until next year.
9.  Identification of agenda items for the January 10th meeting.

a. Updates on Issue Tracking Document (Please note responsible parties)

b. Further discussion on the nomination process for new individuals filling GBCWWG positions.


NEXT MEETING: 
JANUARY 10th, 10:00 am
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