November 18, 2008

Greater Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

USFWS Conference Room

10950 Tyler Rd, Red Bluff 

DRAFT Meeting Summary

I.  Introductions:  Tricia Parker, Teresa Connor, Kerry Burke-Hanna, Jess Newton, Liv Imset, Peter Jacobsen, Sharon Paquin Gilmore, Brenda Olson, Bev Anderson, Michael Strawn, Glenn Graham, J.P. Lepage, Rich Reiner, Ben Letton, Melanie McFarland, Ryan Foote, Mike Berry, Brenda Davis, Bettye Lou Mahoney, Mary Marshall, Frank Garrison, Robert Cervantes, Josh Stuart, Kent Perkes, Rick Weissenborn, Dick Rullman, Naseem Alston.

II. Review and approve agenda:

Agenda approved

III. The Reclamation Contracting Office Representatives plan to provide an informal overview of construction contracting processes: (Handout of powerpoint presentation)

Brenda Davis and Betty Lou Mahoney gave a presentation on submitting bids for the four jobs that are identified at this point for Phase 1A.  The two currently posted jobs are a) NORTH FORK SCREENS and LADDERS  and b) EAGLE CANYON CANAL PIPELINE. There are two methods that will be used, Request for Proposals (RFP) and Invitation for Bid (IFB).  Each of these two projects are greater than $10,000,000 in magnitude.

A RFP is used for more complex projects that require a technical proposal.  Evaluation factors are identified which the proposals are ranked on.  Selection is not by price.  No information is released until the project is awarded.

An IFB does not require a technical proposal as there are solid specifications that have to be met.  Low bid is awarded.  

A “Sources Sought” is sent out to see what kind of interest there is, particularly with the Historically Underutilized Business Zone (HUBZone) Program and the Small Business Administration [8(a)] Program.  If neither of these are interested it goes out to everyone.

IDEAS is Dept. of Interior specific.  To look at Battle Creek specific projects - go to IDEAS, then go to Business Opportunities

                              Open Solicitation Search

                              BOR- Mid-Pacific Region  (need MPin #)

                              Clauses & Attachments (you have to get on the bidders mailing list to                                                                       receive drawings.  These are only sent to the bidders mailing list.  Also need to                                                                     acknowledge you saw the amendments.  If you do not you can be kicked out of the                                                                       system)    

Vender Interest (click on Bidder Mailing List)  The blue box has all the necessary links

Potential contactors can sign up through FedBizOps for notification of projects.  Do an agency search.  You have to update the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) yearly, you also have to be registered to bid on the projects.  Need your DUNS number.

The four upcoming projects include: North Fork Screens and Ladders (RFP), Eagle Canyon Canal Pipeline (IFB), Wildcat (RFP), Asbury/Baldwin Creek (IFB).

How do smaller contractors get information to Prime Contractors?

· You can view Primes in IDEAS, call/contact and market yourselves

· You can go through CCR, MPin#, and sign-up as subcontractors

· There is always a site visit which is posted – go and market yourselves

Any questions please contact Brenda Davis, Contract Specialist, bdavis@mp.usbr.gov or Bettye Lou Mahoney, Contract Specialist, bmahoney@mp.usbr.gov
The USBR will post any key contracting information to www.battle-creek.net

IV. Review summary notes from July 15, 2008:

Notes approved.

V.  Recent History Review:  

May 2008 Battle Creek Work Group Fieldtrip: The photos of the TNC tour and the Darrah Springs State Hatchery tour are on the Battle Creek Conservancy’s website (www.battle-creek.net).  In May, TNC presented information on the Conservation Easement program on Battle Creek. DFG staff also led us in a tour of the Darrah Springs Hatchery in Battle Creek watershed.  

The annual Conservancy Meeting was in September.  

· Steve Tussing reported on the Stream Monitoring Plan that is now completed.  Funds are needed for implementation.

· There were questions regarding the Restoration Project and contracting

· The Board has shifted priorities to pre-fire management which includes creating houses and surroundings that fight fires on their own.  Firewise (government organization and funds http://www.firewise.org/) goal is to have your property protect itself.  It uses building materials and defensible space to accomplish this.  Manton may apply to become a Firewise community.

· Staff from FWS and CalFire were also in attendance.

VI. Round-the-table Updates:

a.) CROOK SPRINGS : Dick Rullman gave a presentation on the Shasta County Permit Request to bottle 288,000 gallons of water per day in Shingletown at Crook Springs (Hidden Meadows Road), which equates to 48 trucks/day.  This is in the Milllseat Creek drainage within the Battle Creek watershed.  The current well is rated at 218 gal/minute and is only 42 feet deep.  The County is calling it a mining permit.  Testing for water quantity was done during the winter.  Mr. Rullman noted that the PG&E Al Smith canal comes off of Millseat Creek.  The Initial Impact Report does not require a full blown EIR.   The County Planning Commission meeting to review and make a decision on this project is January 8th.  

UPDATE (12/23/08) per Dick, this topic will not be discussed at the Shasta County Planning Department meeting on January 8; it has been postponed  indefinitely.  

Mr. Rullman left his card and information regarding the project. 530-474-1687 dickrullman@frontiernet.net
Sharon – Kathy Bishop has contacted Dick.  A board member alerted the Conservancy to this project and was told that CDFG and DWR were already reviewing the project.  She thought the CEQA study was currently happening and that there isn’t much the group could do about it now due to the review by DWR and CDFG.  This is something the Battle Creek Working Group can discuss and decide how to proceed.

Mike B. – He and Jane are reviewing it for CDFG.  It also seems like someone from Dennis Heiman’s RWQCB office should be interested. I will find out if a cumulative effects analysis has been done by staff at DWR.

Tricia – Kent Hector is the Shasta County Planning Department contact for this project.  He can mail the Shasta County documents to interested parties.  The permit application number is 17-092A .

Q: Does PG&E have a water right on Millseat Creek?

Liv : We/PG&E are looking into the project.

Tricia – asked if our group needs to be proactive and help inform / remind the county planning departments about the value of the Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project to protect the water resources in the entire watershed 

Sharon – asked that if anyone learns anything more to contact the group.  

See also www.shingletown.com



b.)  USFS : Melanie – announced that Ken Roby retired and Ryan Foote will be the new alternate for her/USFS.

Ryan – informed the group about a new Quincy Library Group (QLG) thinning project being proposed in the South Fork of Battle Creek.  It is approximately 3,000 acres in size, in the upper watershed.  The NEPA documents are anticipated to be completed by September to October 2009.  Input will be sought from this group.  Another project is expected to be completed by next fall, a 400 acre light thinning.  Road work is completed on McGowan Road.  We decommissioned 2 miles of road and corrected road drainage problems.

c.) Outreach/Media/misc 

Tricia – mentioned she did an exploratory hike with the Sierra Club hike leader, Marti Weidert, in the lower Battle Creek watershed.  The Sierra Club hike will occur on Feb 7, 2009.

Many of you may have seen the “monster” Salmon found during carcass surveys on Battle Creek.  It is making the media rounds. (e.g. see http://www.battle-creek.net/bc_chinook.html   or   http://www.ifish.net/board/showthread.php?t=226622
Kerry mentioned the new Lassen National Park visitor center near Mineral was dedicated.

d.) NMFS:  Naseem – will be working on the NMFS Biological Opinion (BO) for the FERC operations Amendment.  She has the PG&E letter to FERC requesting the Amendment.  Mary clarified that the restoration project already has both the FWS and NMFS BOs.  Liv mentioned that there are two key documents needed for the water operations amendment – the BO and the water quality permit from the State Water Resources Control Board.

e) PG&E: Liv introduced Mike Strawn as the new generation supervisor (vice Chip Stalica).

f) USBR: Rick Weissenborn is the USBR construction manager, Chief of the Engineering Division, from Willows.  He introduced Kent and Josh who will be assisting him with this project.  Richard Welsh, his supervisor, is in charge of all construction projects in the Mid-Pacific Region.

e.)  DFG: Mike B. – made the announcement that the viewing platform is completed at the Clear Creek gorge.  The Grand Opening is Thursday.  The site is approximately five miles up Clear Creek road, on the left hand side.  There will be a Docent on site to prevent/minimize potential vandalism.  A Cow Creek tour is scheduled for tomorrow to look at a sampling of restoration projects happening in that watershed.  It was organized by the Americorps folks working for the Institute for Fisheries Resources
.

f.) BCWC: Sharon – passed out the recently published brochures on the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy.

VII. Presentation – Discussion of the Battle Creek Public Investments Report (Sharon):

The purpose of the document, other than fulfilling a grant obligation, was to give the group an idea of where we’ve been, what projects have been done, and what we have accomplished.  However, it is too soon for scientific results. 

 This is intended to be a “living” document.  It is on the battle-creek.net website.  It includes what they could gather up to this point so there may be some missing or inaccurate information.  This only a DRAFT (e.g. The information from Lassen National Forest is not yet included in this draft report.).  The projects have links so you can find more information if wanted.  The xcel format should be up on the website in the next month.  Sharon asked the group to review the hardcopies and send any additional information or corrections to her or Kathy Bishop.  

After much discussion regarding updating the document, it was decided that the BCWC will send out an annual reminder and template for projects to be added into the Public Investment Report.  Each version will be identified by date. 

VIII. FWS Activities Update :

Updates in BOLD..  See attached file.

IX. Restoration Project Update:

Handout

Mary reviewed the handout she provided to the group, specifically pages 8-10, and 17.

Phase 1B is $26 million
This is the money USBR has requested to go forward.

            2   is 45.7 million 
DFG will provide funds to the landowners.

Kerry asked how much the total was and if land/easement acquisition was included.  Mary responded that the total is $149 million however this does not include land/easement acquisition.  These cost figures do not include PG&E’s contribution

Mary will confer with CDFG to develop a matrix for easement costs.

Mary reviewed the Key Events Timeline (pg 17).  

Sharon thanked Mary for the follow-through in providing contracting information to the group, and the handout provided at the annual BCWC meeting.

Rich announced that TNC would like to hold a Celebration Event out at Wildcat.  This would probably take place in the summer.  Peter mentioned that Metropolitan Water has experience with these types of events so he can help.  Liv mentioned that the MOU partners are also thinking about a celebration.  Big group effort.

Tricia thanked Mary for providing her with the presentation Mary gave at the annual BCWC meeting.  Tricia used many components of Mary’s presentation to inform the Redding Rotary Club of the status of the Battle Creek Restoration Project.

X.  PG&E update :

The license amendment was submitted in July.  Many entities here provided PG&E with comments of support.  The NMFS BO needs to be coordinated with FERC so there is a timely response.  The process is being worked out with FERC.  The water quality 401 certificate from the Water Quality Control Board is about to be issued.  Jeff Parks is working on the 401 certifications.

Another project is the Habitat Expansion Agreement (HEA).  Battle Creek will be one watershed that is to be considered.  There are meetings in January to discuss projects in various spring-run Chinook salmon and steelhead watersheds.  The HEA was negotiated as an alternative to prescribed fish passage in the FERC Relicensing for Feather River projects.  The goal is to expand spawning, rearing, and adult holding habitat for spring-run Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead in the Sacramento River Basin, with a net increase of 2,000 to 3,000 spring-run Chinook salmon. 

Update: website is www.sac-basin-hea.com
XI. Issue Tracking:

Not much to report.  Sharon asked if there was anything to add or check-off.  Mary mentioned that the CNFH Adaptive Management Plan will be sub-contracted out, there are funds in the budget to do this.  The Statement of Work for the CNFH Adaptive Management Plan is being developed.  It is hoped a revised DRAFT will be out for review soon. 

XII. Meeting review/summary
Please review the BCWC Public Investments Report and get any corrections/additions to Sharon or Kathy Bishop.  

Crook Springs/Hidden Meadows water project – please pass any new information on to Sharon, Mike B., Theresa, Ben Letton (TNC) , and PG&E (Liv Imset and Mike Strawn).

See also www.shingletown.com



Original MOU for the GBCWWG – if anyone has a copy with the signatures, please send to Sharon.  There was a suggestion to have this on the website, once found.

It is time for elections:  The Nominating Committee for Chair and Co-Chair is Mike Berry and Teresa Connor.  Please send your nominations to Mike and Teresa.  The Secretary position will stay with the FWS.  Election will be by email in January.  

XIII. Future meetings & topic identification
No meeting in January.  Next Meeting March 17, 2009.

Tentative topic identification: 

March – Barrier Weir Update, nominations of chair and vice chair

May – SPI field tour (Sharon will coordinate with SPI for sites)

July – Celebration Event at Wildcat  -- TNC , MWD,  others?

Meeting adjourned 1330

�12/25/08 comment rec’d from B. Kier
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