Meeting Summary
Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

March 23, 2010: 3 pm – 5 pm
Manton Grange, Forward Road, Manton CA
Chair: Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy
I. Present: Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Peter Jacobsen, Mary Marshall, Adam Deem, Adam Wyman, Kerry Burke, Jim Smith, Tricia Parker, Jess Newton, Hank Pritchard, Steve Emershy, Sue Young, Suzanne Turek, John Pospishil, Teresa Conner, Bruce McCampbell, Tom Knight, Donna Potter, Ellen Glover, Janet Walther, Rich Reiner, Bob Lee, Ryan Foote, Steve Gilmore, Glenn Graham, Steve Tussing, Liv Imset, Mike Strawn.
II. Review Jan 2010 meeting summary:  added Suzanne Turek as an attendee.
III. Reviewed and approved agenda

IV. Round-the-table updates (announcements and brief updates from all participants) 
· Adam Wyman, CALFIRE: Fuel breaks and Fire plans: We wanted to share that we are in the process of doing maintenance of the original fuel break on Hazen Road plus an extension onto SPI land.  The timeframe is 2010 for the CEQA permitting (Tom McCubbins is working with landowners) and 2010-2011 for implementation.  The Unit Chief also asked me to convey a request that CALFIRE needs to see the Fire Plans for the construction sites.  These plans need to be filed with the emergency command center. [Bob Pospishil, USBR, OGR, will complete this task].

· Ryan Foote, Lassen National Forest: We have several projects underway on the forest that we’d like to provide an update on: Gray’s Peak – masticating brush for fuels treatment. Dry Hill’s Project (fuels reduction) – planning process underway.  Rust-resistant sugar pines – the bases will be cleared of vegetation.

· Jim Smith, USFWS: Our agency has received $2million to perform a California Hatchery Review for the anadromous fish hatcheries.

· Rich Reiner, TNC: An 8,000 acre conservation easement is being purchased from a willing landowner.  The 1,800 acre Wildcat Ranch will be on the market soon for sale.  This property includes a conservation easement to protect the land from development, protect oak trees and provide for a monitoring access.  All regular attendees of GBCWWG meetings are invited to attend TNC’s party on April 30 at the Wildcat Ranch.  We are expecting that each agency will be represented by 6-10 people.  This is intended as an opportunity for the behind-the-scenes workers to have an opportunity to celebrate.
· Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, BCWC: The Conservancy is planning a community celebration and thank-you-for-accomplishments in September 2010 (detail will be provided as the date approaches).

V. Restoration Project Update (Mary Marshall, USBR) 
The first two construction contracts have been awarded and crews have started clearing vegetation in preparation for construction. Both projects should be completed by the end of 2011.  Another contract for work at the Inskip Powerhouse and Coleman Diversion Dam is expected to be awarded this summer.  In May, a telephone number will be available if residents have any questions.  Until then, Ellen Glover, the USBR’s Public Affairs Specialist can be reached at 916-978-5104 eglover@usbr.gov .  Mary also introduced John Pospishil, Reclamation’s construction manager, who can be reached at jpospishil@usbr.gov . [See also handouts.]
John introduced himself as the on-site field engineer who is located in a trailer at the PG&E Service Center in Manton.  The vegetation clearing went well; it finished today. Soon, a helicopter will be used to remove sections of old pipe. Consultants will be on-site daily to monitor work.  
VI. P. G. & E. update (Liv Imset)
FERC approvals are underway for North Fork Construction.  The application for Phase IB is underway. The Coleman penstock failure in mid-Feb caused a lot of activity, but we will likely be back in hydropower production by March 29.   
VII. Outreach Update: (Sharon Paquin-Gilmore)

We are making multiple efforts to inform the public, answer questions, provide information on the website.  Today’s meetings are a perfect example of our outreach efforts.  The new 
VII. Outreach Update (continued)

brochure has been distributed to sites in Manton (e.g. the store, post office and Diner). We 
also encourage all of you who are here today to distribute it to your respective offices and at any event where people may be interested in our efforts.  On April 24, we will participate in the Shasta County Watershed Festival at Redding Civic Center.  We will also be having an education program at Manton School.  We have been looking forward to a tour with Sierra Pacific Industries to learn more about what is happening in the upper elevation portions of our watershed in terms of timber management, erosion control, fuel prevention and road construction/maintenance.

VIII. USFWS Status Update (Tricia Parker)

We do not have a handout on FWS activities updated to March 2010, but Jess Newton announced that the official number for the spring Chinook count in Battle Creek was 203 fish.  Jess also announced that March 1 marked the date of the beginning of the 2010 fish monitoring season.

On March 11, Tricia Parker led an American Fisheries Society/Salmonid Restoration Federation tour to learn about the significant efforts that have occurred in the lower Battle Creek watershed in the decade following the 1999 Memorandum of Understanding.  In addition to learning about the hydropower restoration effort, the forty tour participants received an in-depth look at the significant efforts that have occurred to integrate operations at Coleman National Fish Hatchery with watershed restoration efforts (e.g. improved water intake system, ozone water treatment,  new fish ladders).  We also learned about the juvenile/adult fish monitoring efforts, conservation easements, fine sediment monitoring, fire/fuels reduction, and many other collaborative efforts to minimize disturbance / enhance production of the naturally produced salmon and steelhead.  Presentations were given by: Mary Marshall, Restoration Project Manager, The Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project ; Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Watershed Coordinator, The watershed conservancy’s involvement with the Battle Creek restoration project – history of the group, education and outreach efforts;   Rich Reiner & Jake Jacobson, TNC, Working with private landowners; Scott Hamelberg, Project Leader, Coleman National Fish Hatchery Complex, USFWS Integration of Hatchery Operations with Restoration of Naturally Produced Populations of Chinook and Steelhead in the Battle Creek Watershed; Jess Newton, USFWS, Fifteen years of fish population and habitat monitoring in Battle Creek, and Jack Blanke, Friends of Coleman National Fish Hatchery. 

Kathy Bishop, BCWC webmaster, has graciously provided her link to photos from the Tour: http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v634/chiage/Battle%20Creek%20Tour%20-%20March%202010/?albumview=slideshow
IX. Overview of Issue-Tracking-and-Resolution Documentation (Peter Jacobsen)
Over the years, this group recognized that some topics kept coming up repeated for discussion.  A while back, we decided to keep a written log of these issues so that we had a summary of their current status available.  This document showing the issues and their relative priority-to-the-group’s role is referred to at the Issue Tracking Document.  Chair Sharon Paquin-Gilmore feels that this document is a good way to show progress on the issues.  She recommends that people review it to see the progress. Resolution of issues is underway and new issues can be added.
X. Meeting review. Summary of Action Items:
The only action item is to provide Ellen Glover and/or John P’s phone #’s to anyone who has questions about the Restoration Project. {See above in item “V”.}
Upcoming events: April 30: TNC gathering, June: media event

XI. Future meetings and identification of topics
June 15: field trip with Steve Emmershy, SPI,  meet at Manton Grange at 9 am.

Sept (tba): Battle Creek Work Group meeting 

XII. Adjourn

