Greater Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

November 17, 2009

Draft Meeting Notes
 (w comments from MMarshall incorporated 12/22/09)
Introductions: Sharon Paquin Gilmore (chair), Tricia Parker, Beverley Anderson-Abbs, Kent Perkes, Amber Pierce, Teresa Connor, Rich Reiner, Glenn Graham, Jess Newton, Kerry Burke, Kathleen Bishop, Peter Jacobsen, Naseem Alston, Scott Hamelberg.  Joining by phone: Janet Walther (PGE), Janet Sierzputowski (USBR), and Donna Potter (USBR).
I. Meeting summaries

Tricia Parker led a review of our previous three GBCWWG meetings in March, May and July which were all field trips.  In March we visited CNFH’s new barrier weir.  In May we visited LVNP visitor center and a DWR stream gage.  In July we visited the USFS Dry Hills Project site and had two presentations on climate change by Steve Tussing (Terraqua Environmental) and Gary Freeman (PG&E).  For further information on these field trips, please go to the Conservancy’s web site at http://www.Battle-Creek.net/ .
II. Reviewed and approved agenda
III. Status of state bond funding

The BCWC and FWS both received “restart letters” concerning their grants funded by the sale of state bonds.  In both cases, the state committed to funding the grants through June 2010.  The FWS letters (and possibly BCWC’s letter) included a commitment by the state to request addition funds for the remaining term of the grants beyond June 2010.  Discussions are ongoing regarding some of the current grant-funded FWS monitoring activities being funded under the OCAP in the future.

Beverly Anderson-Abbs of the Sacramento River Conservation Area Forum (SRCAF) stated that the Forum also received a restart letter.  The SRCAF restart letter committed to funding their program through June 2011.

IV. Round table 
Scott Hamelberg (FWS) said that Coleman National Fish Hatcher may not make their fall Chinook egg take goal this year due to the low number of returning adults.  Naseem Alston (NMFS) said the comment period for the Central Valley Salmon and Steelhead Recovery Plan will be extended until February 3, 2010.  Rich Reiner said the TNC is still negotiating two conservation easements on the South Fork Battle Creek.  The smaller easement should be finalized in two months and the mid-size easement may be finalized within 6 months.
V. Restoration Project Update (Mary Marshall, USBR)
Mary Marshall reviewed the three phases of construction, Phase 1A, Phase 1B and Phase 2.  She indicated that two Phase 1A contracts have been awarded; the removal of Wildcat dam and pipeline contract was awarded on September 1, 2009, and the contract for placement of screens and ladders on North Battle Creek Feeder and Eagle Canyon dams was awarded on October 28, 2009.  She indicated that in addition to funding to implement Phase 1A, funding to implement Phase 1B has been received.  Phase 1B funding is from American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds.  Funding for Phase 2 has not been received. The remaining two Phase 1A contracts (Eagle Canyon Canal Pipeline and Asbury/Baldwin Creek), as well as the Phase 1B contract (installation of a Inskip Powerhouse bypass and tailrace connector) are anticipated to be awarded around Summer 2010.
VI. P. G. & E. update (Liv Imset)
PG&E hydropower staff did not attend the meeting or provide an update.  Kerry Burke requested that PG&E be available at the next meeting to discuss landowner agreements regarding the Restoration Project.

VII. Outreach Update

The outreach subcommittee led a discussion regarding updating the Restoration Project outreach brochure.  Sharon reported that PG&E donated $2500 to cover printing costs for a 2010 version of the brochure.  In the near future, the subcommittee will distribute a near-final draft of the updated brochure and comments will be due by November 30.  The brochure will be finalized by mid-December.  Kathy Bishop is lead working on this project.
Janet Sierzputowski, Donna Potter, and Janet Walther led a planning discussion regarding an official groundbreaking-type ceremony for the Restoration Project.  If the groundbreaking ceremony centers around the award of Phase 1B (funded by the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act - ARRA), it is more likely that DOI Secretary Ken Salazar (and possibly Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger) would attend.  A site visit to begin groundbreaking ceremony planning was tentatively scheduled for December 8th.  Sharon is the lead local contact 530-474-3368 spaquingilmore@frontier.com. 

Mary Marshall led a discussion on best methods for informing the public once construction begins.  Many questions from local residents are anticipated. Ideas included an information website and telephone number.  Business cards (from Kent and Amber from the USBR Construction Office in Willows) could be distributed to construction workers so that they can hand them out to the public when they receive questions.  Sharon announced that the BCWC is planning a community meeting in February.
VIII. USFWS Status Update (Tricia Parker)

Tricia distributed the handout and led a discussion with updates on USFWS activities.

IX. Issues/Concerns that pertain to this working group (Peter Jacobsen)

Items No. 1-16 of the Issues Tracking Document were reviewed in detail by the group.  The document needs to be updated.  Mike Berry will provide the update for issue #1, Sharon will provide the update for issue #4: Liv Imset is the updated contact for issue #5; Naseem Alston and Jim Smith are the contacts for issue 10.2; and Jim Smith is an additional contact for issue 14.   If you are named as a contact person for issue, please provide your updates to Peter pjacobsen@mwdh2o.com  by December 15th.
X. Action Items

Action items are listed in BOLD text above.

XI. Next Meeting

Due to MLK day, our next meeting will be on January 26, the 4th Tuesday of the month!  
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