Meeting Notes

Greater Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

March 20, 2007: 10:00 am to 11:30 am

[Field Trip: 11:45 am – 4 pm]

USFWS Conference Room: 10950 Tyler Rd, Red Bluff, CA

Chair: Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy

I.     Introductions: Kerry Burke, Mary Marshall, Peter Jacobsen, Mike Ward, Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Steve Tussing, Jim Smith, Jess Newton, Scott Hamelberg, Melanie McFarland, Scott Ferris, Kevin Niemela, Tricia Parker, Dennis Heiman, Campbell Ingram, Carl Harral, Gene Geary, Kelly Williams, Matt Brown.

II.     Review summary notes from January 23 meeting:  Meeting notes from January 23, 2007 were finalized with no further revisions.


III.     Round-the-table updates (all participants):     

Tricia Parker/Gene Geary:  Tricia passed around an announcement concerning a public meeting held by PG&E regarding the removal of hydropower structures of the Kilarc-Cow Creek project.  The meeting date is March 27 at 7 pm in Whitmore.
Tricia announced that there was an article and editorial concerning the latest press release for the Restoration Project in the Redding Searchlight (March 16th & March 18th). 

Campbell Ingram:  Welcome!  Campbell will be the TNC’s representative to the GBCWWG.

Attendance:  Gene Geary attended today’s meeting to represent PG&E in place of Liv Imset, Chip Stalica, or Curtis Steitz.  Carl Harral represented CDFG as Mike Berry could not attend.

Lassen Lodge Hydropower project:  No further activity has occurred concerning the FERC license application for the Lassen Lodge project.  The project application will expire soon if there is no further activity.

IV.     Outreach / Response to Jan 29 letter (Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, BCWC) :  The recent outreach letter to Michael Chrisman and Ryan Broddrick played a positive role in the recent signing of the Conditional Funding Assurance Memo and the Notice of Determination for the Battle Creek Restoration Project.   Good job to everyone involved in this effort.

V.     Battle Creek Steelhead Parentage Analysis: Interim Report (Kevin Niemela, USFWS)

Propagation of steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) at Coleman National Fish Hatchery (CNFH) on Battle Creek was initiated in 1947.  Since 1952, steelhead brood stocks have been collected from among genetically similar hatchery-origin (HAT) and natural-origin (NOR) Battle Creek population components.  Previous genetic analyses show that HAT and NOR steelhead share a common ancestral origins, and are essentially two components of a single population.  Hatchery steelhead have been adipose fin-clipped prior to release since 1998, which allows for differentiation from natural origin steelhead.  Directed passage of HAT steelhead above the CNFH barrier weir occurred from 1995 to 2004 in numbers ranging from 200 - 2,000 fish annually.  These efforts were implemented to take advantage of increased in-stream flows, with the intent of promoting a demographic boost in natural production.  We used genetic pedigree analysis to evaluate relative reproductive success and fitness among HAT and NOR population components based on multilocus DNA-microsatellite genotypes.  A parental genotypic baseline was established from all steelhead passed up-stream of the Coleman NFH during the 2002-03 and 2003-04 return years.  Returning adult offspring sampled at CNFH during the 2004-05 and 2005-06 return years were evaluated through parentage assignment tests.  Preliminary results suggest HAT spawners experienced low relative reproductive success, producing fewer adult offspring on average in comparison to NOR spawners.  Additional analyses are necessary to determine whether the observed effect results from genetic or environmental factors.  Pedigree analyses will continue to be conducted in the near-term future, and should provide valuable information regarding the merits of using HAT steelhead to assist in Battle Creek steelhead conservation.

VI.     FWS activities update (aka greensheet) (Tricia Parker, USFWS) :  Tricia Parker handed out the greensheet.  Scott Hamelberg brought special attention to two items: (1) A public meeting to be held tonight in Red Bluff concerning the review of the EA/IS for the Coleman NFH Intakes Screening Project and (2) mobilization for the Coleman NFH Barrier Weir Improvement Project will begin in early April and [instream] construction will begin in June.

VII.     Restoration Project Update (Mary Marshall, USBR):  CDFG issued the Conditional Funding Assurance Memo to provide $67 million for the Battle Creek Restoration Project on March 14.  Concurrently, the CEQA findings and Notice of Determination for the project were issued.  

By mid-April CDFG and USBR will finalize an agreement for the method of transferring the money from CDFG to USBR.  The transfer of money from CDFG to the FWS  (monitoring and adaptive management funds) will occur soon.  

PG&E is currently working on their application of an amended FERC license in order to implement the project.  This license will allow for the phasing-in of the Restoration Project if implementation of particular aspects of the project is delayed by litigation.

VIII.  Issue Tracking Document (Tricia Parker for Curtis Anderson):  Please submit your updates to Curtis Anderson soon.  Mary Marshall will provide an update on Item #2. Mike Ward will provide an update on Item #6.  Sharon Paquin-Gilmore will provide an update on Item #9.  Updates are also needed for items 10.1 and F.

IX.     Future meetings & topic identification:  On May 15, 2007, Mike Ward will present an update on the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy’s water quality monitoring.

X.  Field Tours:     Kelly Williams led a tour of the proposed National Recreation Area located on BLM land within the Battle Creek watershed (House Bill HR1241, Senate Bill S811).  Kevin Niemela led a tour of the Automated Fish Marking Trailer at Coleman NFH. 

