Greater Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

July 15, 2008

Meeting Notes

I. Introductions: Tricia Parker, Jim Smith, Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Steve Tussing, Scott Hamelberg, Jess Newton, Kerry Burke-Hanna, Mary Marshall, Suzanne Turek, Glenn Graham , Kathy Bishop, Teresa Connor.

II. Review summary notes from March 18, 2008 meeting. Review highlights of May 20 tour with TNC and DFG Darrah Springs Hatchery

March 18 notes were approved.

May 20: Tricia Parker showed pictures of the May 20 field tour.  Pictures and narrative of the May 20 tour can be found at http://battle-creek.net/bcwg.html.   

Pictures and a narrative of a June 20 tour of the Coleman NFH Barrier Weir Improvement Project can be found at http://battle-creek.net/barrierweir_tour.html.  Scott Hamelberg showed some additional pictures of the barrier weir focusing on the dewatering of the stream channel and weir (June 3-5).

III. Round-the-table updates (all participants)

Tricia Parker told about the funding, design, and installation of the Orwick Diversion headgate.  The headgate limits the amount of water diverted during high flows thereby preventing the fish screen from being overtopped and juvenile salmonids being entrained in the Orwick Canal.  The headgate is a manually-operated permanent structure.  

Kathy Bishop (chiage@citlink.net) would like photos of activities and sites associated with the restoration project.  Kathy has been doing a fantastic job enhancing the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy’s web site with up-to-date web pages on recent tours and activities in the watershed.  See Actions. 

Mary Marshall noted the Bureau of Reclamation’s Mid-Pacific Region has a new Regional Director, Don Glaser.  Don is very supportive of the Restoration Project.  John Davis, the Deputy Regional Director, is also supportive and was instrumental in moving funding transfer agreements forward.

IV. Presentation:  Battle Creek Stream Condition Monitoring Plan (Steve Tussing)

Steve Tussing gave a presentation outlining the key elements of the Battle Creek Stream Condition Monitoring Plan.  The final plan is expected to be posted on the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy’s web site in about a week.  The Monitoring Plan was designed to detect short term and long term changes in stream condition, on a watershed scale.  Some of the parameters to be monitored include channel morphology, pool frequency and depth, substrate particle-size distribution, substrate percent fines, large woody debris, and benthic macro invertebrates.  The sampling design includes 50 total sites with 20 sites sampled each year.  Of the 50 sites, 10 will be sampled every year and the remaining 40 will be sampled in rotation every 4 years (10 per year).  If salmonid populations fluctuated in an unexpected way following implementation of the Restoration Project, this monitoring program may help explain the cause of the fluctuations.  Funding is currently being sought to implement this monitoring plan.

V. Outreach:  Review & discussion of past actions and future goals (all)

Ideas for potential new outreach efforts include creating a DVD for the restoration project, development of a permanent kiosk at Coleman NFH, and development of a professional-quality portable kiosk.  Updated Project brochures will be provided at the future Coleman NFH kiosk.  The outreach committee will convene to discuss updates to the brochure and ideas for kiosks.

Upcoming outreach events include the Manton Apple Festival (October 4) and Coleman NFH’s Salmon Festival (October 18).

VI. FWS activities update (aka greensheet) (Tricia Parker, USFWS) 

The greensheet was distributed to the group and highlights were noted by Tricia Parker.  Scott Hamelberg described one addition to the Coleman NFH update: Coleman reinitiated consultation on the CNFH Intake Improvements Project to increase the work window for Intake #1 to “year-round.”  Because Intake #1 is located at the end of a hydropower system, both adult and juvenile anadromous salmonids are excluded from the area (i.e. water being diverted for the hatchery would not contain live juvenile anadromous salmonids because the water has passed down penstocks and into a powerhouse ).  Therefore impact to these species would be minimal at any time of year.

VII. Restoration Project Update (Mary Marshall, USBR) 

A July 14, 2008 News Release was distributed which announced the signing of the Restoration Project Phase 1A Funding Agreements. The agreements provide Reclamation with the funding needed to implement Phase 1A of the Restoration Project.  PG&E is expected to submit the Phase 1A License Amendment Application to FERC the week of July 14, 2008, and the amendment process is expected to take about six months.  During this time, the State Water Board plans to issue the CEQA Findings/NOD on the EIR, Reclamation plans to issue the ROD on the EIS, and Reclamation plans to solicit bids for Phase 1A construction activities; however, construction contracts can not be awarded until PG&E receives the FERC License Amendment Order.  Ground breaking is projected to occur in June 2009.  An August, 2008 Coleman NFH Adaptive Management Plan development meeting is being scheduled.  

VIII. Actions/Follow up:

WEBSITE UPDATES for Kathy Bishop www.battle-creek.net webmaster : These three people will provide photos and summaries: Jess Newton will provide info on recent fish rescues at the Coleman NFH barrier weir.  Scott Hamelberg will provide photos of the barrier weir improvement project.  Jim Smith will also provide some photos.  Tricia Parker: new headgate at irrigation diversion.  

IX. Future meetings & topic identification.

a. 2006 Stream Condition monitoring results (Steve Tussing & Mike Ward)

b. Sierra Pacific Industries field tour of healthy forest practices (Tentatively Sept 16). 

c. The next meeting will be on November 18, 2008 at the Red Bluff Fish & Wildlife Office

