DRAFT Meeting Summary
Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

January 26, 2010: 10:00 am to 2 pm, Red Bluff, CA
PRESENT: Chair: Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy, Peter Jacobsen, Mary Marshall, Tricia Parker, Amanda Freeman, Adam Deem, Jess Newton, Kathy Bishop, Kerry Burke, Michael Strawn, Steve Tussing, Sheli Wingo, Liv Imset, Glenn Graham, Mike Berry. 
The November 2009 (revised) meeting summary was approved. The agenda was approved.  
Round-the-table updates (announcements and brief updates from all participants):  

Amanda Freeman, River Partners. We have signed an option-to-purchase for the Gover Ranch.  This  means that River Partners can purchase the Gover Ranch property (and therefore "own" it) once it's appraised (currently underway)… IF we can secure the funding. It's a time limited agreement, expiring at the end of the year.  River Partners would likely own the property only for a short while.  Generally, we restore a property and then gift it to a suitable agency, although we could potentially gift the property to an agency with the agreement that River Partners would subsequently restore it.  River Partners is looking for help to raise the funds required to close acquisition of this land.

Adam Deem, Assistant Review Team Chair, CalFire, Redding: I have read the Battle Creek Watershed Assessment done by the Terraqua consultants, and I am familiar in concept with the proposed restoration efforts but I could use any additional info in regards to the impact of fine sediment on salmonid populations in the Battle Creek watershed.  

Tricia Parker: The Coleman National Fish Hatchery Friends Group wants me to share their good news -- they have received approximately $4,000 from “The McConnell Fund of the Shasta Regional Community Foundation” to use towards building a children’s environmental education trail to see naturally spawning along Battle Creek.  The trail is targeted for development during 2010. The Friends Group plans to offer guided tours along the trail in coordination with tours of the hatchery spawning activities in the fall.
Restoration Project Update (Mary Marshall, USBR)                                                                 Mary Marshall reviewed the three phases of construction; Phase 1A, Phase 1B and Phase 2.  She indicated that two Phase 1A contracts have been awarded; the removal of Wildcat dam and pipeline contract (awarded September 1, 2010), and the placement of screens and ladders on North Battle Creek Feeder and Eagle Canyon dams (awarded on October 28, 2009).  Clearing of vegetation at these sites will be performed within the next two months to meet Migratory Bird Treaty Act requirements and to prepare for upcoming construction activities.  The two remaining Phase 1A contracts (Eagle Canyon Canal Pipeline and Asbury/Baldwin Creek) are anticipated to be awarded around Summer 2010.   The Phase 1B contract (installation of Inskip Powerhouse bypass and tailrace connector) is anticipated to be awarded around June 2010.  There is currently no funding for Phase 2.                                  

In regard to a ground-breaking event, a public affairs team held their 1st conference call on January 25, 2010 to brainstorm and begin planning activities.  This team’s 2nd conference call will be held on February 10, 2010  to continue with groundbreaking event planning, and to discuss items brought up by the working group during this meeting; specifically, 1) how to keep the community informed throughout construction,  2) a Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy open house meeting and 3) briefings to the Tehama County and Shasta County Boards of Supervisors.                                                                                                                                     
P. G. & E. update (Liv Imset)
Liv reported that on Jan 25, 2010, P. G. & E, submitted a License Amendment Application for the Battle Creek Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 1121) to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  The application seeks authorization, upon obligation of sufficient third-party funds, to implement Phase IB of the Restoration Project.
Outreach Update: brochure revision (Sharon Paquin-Gilmore)
Sharon reported that the pre-final version of the brochure was available for distribution to the Sacramento River Conservation Forum at their Renewal Conference Jan 27-28 in Williams.  Final copies will soon be available.
USFWS Status Update (Tricia Parker)

Tricia handed out the January 2010 version of the Fish & Wildlife Service’s update on activities underway in the Battle Creek watershed.  A pdf version is posted on the battle-creek.net website and attached to the email distribution list. 
Issues/Concerns that pertain to this working group - the new, 2010 updated version (Peter Jacobsen & group)
Peter distributed two handouts to summarize the current status of the “Issue Tracking Document” (also posted on the battle-creek.net website).  Looking back at the history of why this document was produced: in 2004 the Procedures Subcommittee group defined that:
The people participating in the Battle Creek Working Group (BCWG) are trying to resolve important issues that at-times divide consensus among members/participants.  Since resolving these differences does not necessarily happen at the BCWG level, attempts are made to resolve these issues outside the BCWG, involving outside people to resolve these issues sometimes creates delays in implementation and not coming to agreement on issues makes the BCWG concentrate on our diffeences instead of our similarities (we all want to see the project move forward).  Solutions could be to document-the-issues, document the positions (both similarities and differences), work on a plan to resolve differences at the lowest level possible and agree-to-disagree on certain issues while maintaining mutual respect. The Procedures Subcommittee recommended to the BCWG that a position document be maintained for the BCWG.  This living document can be used to identify issues that need further work [or their progress or completion].

PRESENTATION: Juvenile fish monitoring in the Battle Creek watershed (Jess Newton)

Summary:  We conducted a radio telemetry study to track salmon passage through the new Coleman National Fish Hatchery fish ladder.  We captured adult late-fall Chinook salmon after they entered CNFH through the new fish ladder.  We then implanted radio transmitters into the salmon and released them about a quarter mile downstream so they could ascend the ladder a second time.  A total of 61 Chinook were tracked through the ladder during February-April, 2009.  Once the salmon arrived in the vicinity of the barrier weir, the median time required to locate and enter the fish ladder was 2.75 hrs (average: 13.75 hrs).  Once salmon entered the fish ladder, the median time required to ascend the first section and arrive in the middle ladder was 9 minutes (average: 14 min.).  Zero tagged salmon circumvented the fish ladder by jumping the barrier weir.  Results of year one of this two-year study indicate that late-fall Chinook salmon quickly located and ascended the new fish ladder.
Next meeting -- March 23 Manton, CA
