Draft Meeting Summary

Battle Creek Watershed Working Group

March 21, 2006: 10:00 am to 2 pm

USFWS Conference Room: 10950 Tyler Rd, Red Bluff

Attendees:  Mike Berry, Peter Jacobsen, Mary Marshall, Jim Earley, Ken Lentz, Jim Smith, Curtis Anderson, Angela Risdon, Melanie McFarland, R.J. Roth, Roy Sommer (rep for NorCal Guides), Kerry Burke, Mike Tucker, Sharon Paquin Gilmore, Peggy McNutt, Tricia Parker, Ken Roby, Brenda Olson 




REVIEW OF THE JANUARY MEETING NOTES:


· Mary gave some comments that were reflected in the notes that went out with the 2/24/06 email packet.

· No additional changes were voiced, minutes approved.

ROUND-THE-TABLE UPDATES:

· Tricia presented the Redding Record Searchlight 3/10/06 article on screening of the city intakes.

· Angela informed the group of a conference call which assessed how to move forward on the powerhouse outage.  The project management team looked at repairing the current runner or purchasing a new one.  The recommendation is to repair the runner so they could be in service by mid-July.  A new runner will be purchased and installed in 2007 or 2008.

Currently PG&E is running water down mainstem Battle Creek but keeping enough down the canal to maintain riparian values and to deliver water to the private diversion off the PG&E canal.  This decision was in regards to temperature concerns in Battle Creek.  Currently there is 120 to 170 cfs more in South Fork Battle Creek than when the powerhouse is operating.  In July, when the powerhouse is back online, Battle Creek will be back to interim flows.  Flows will be revisited at that time.

· May 6 [corrected date] is the second annual Watershed Awareness Day at the Mount Shasta Mall in Redding.  The Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy will have a booth.  There was discussion on also having a Battle Creek Watershed Working Group booth.

· DWR operates 2 flow gages, North Fork and South Fork Battle Creek.  High flows were measured this winter to update rating curves.  Real-time data is on CDEC, however if want finalized data, need to call John Clements.

OUTREACH:

Tricia presented the first printing of the brochures highlighting the restoration project.  Five copies were given to those signatories at the meeting.  Bob Grace was able to obtain permission from John Gomes to use the cover photo.  Electronic format is coming soon so folks can print out at their individual offices.  A question was raised asking if  funding was available to mass produce the brochure.  Tricia stated that FWS hired Bob Grace to do the initial design work to help the group produce a product.  Angela will look into cost of producing a couple thousand so that we’ll have enough to hand out at Watershed Awareness Day and other upcoming outreach events.

Discussion topics included:

· Bob Grace has not sent a final invoice yet but expecting it shortly.  The logo developed for the brochure is an original from Ian Gilroy.

· Question was raised as to the copyright of the brochure.  The question will be put to Bob Grace. 

· Ken suggested that the brochure be put on our various websites, or at a minimum, think about it for the next product.  

· Sharon suggested having the restoration project website printed on business cards and made available whenever the project is displayed at outreach events.  This way, those that are interested can get more information than is available in a brochure or poster.

Next step is to have another Outreach meeting to discuss where to go next.

ISSUE TRACKING

March 21, 2006 handout.  Changes to the Top 12 issues were discussed:

#1) First paragraph – Mary provided the information which comes from the Bay Delta Authority website (http://calwater.ca.gov/CBDA/CBDAMeetingMaterials_10-13-05.shtml).

#2) No changes

#3) The Biological Opinion is completed.  Discussion ensued over the meaning of RESOLVED and the use of January 10, 2006 as the true resolution date.   Question: Is RESOLVED the date of the B.O., or when the B.O. is provided to the group, discussed, and group agrees is resolved??  Angela determined RESOLVED means when group agrees item is resolved.  Curtis will update the July Update because this is when it was discussed and group agreed to the status of RESOLVED.    3.2 contains a typo (NFG instead of NFH) – it has been corrected.

#4) Mary supplied information to reflect meetings and notes.

#5) - #7) No changes

#8) Curtis wants to add something regarding the brochure and the group has a functioning outreach committee.  Curtis will update this section and send out to the outreach committee.  Sharon had mentioned that Rick Morat told her this was the best outreach committee he has worked on.

#9) Mike Berry provided an update.  The report is almost in final form.  It will be available by the May meeting.

#11) Mike Tucker and Tricia provided update.

#12) Melanie and Ken provided edits to 12.1

No other changes to the document were proposed.

Further discussion included:

· Change the heading for #3 to reflect B.O. updates.

· If an issue develops that want on the Tracking Document, bring it up so it can be discussed and added.

· Tricia asked whether #8 and #14 can be combined.  Kerry thought that as the issues are resolved, these 2 items meld together.  To address this, Kerry brought up the idea of an annual review of the tracking document.  Angela suggested that the group pursue an annual review in a couple of months since the document is not quite a year old yet.    

· For #8 and #14, Angela suggested having the outreach committee develop trigger points to determine when the issues are resolved.  

Curtis will propose a date for the annual review.

RESTORATION PROJECT UPDATE:

· Mary referred everyone to 1.1 of the Issue Tracking document.

· The focus is on cost estimates and schedule

· Items highlighted are being worked on right now.  Completion of CEQA and the ROD are proposed for this spring, with activities starting at end of the calendar year.   Vegetation clearing is proposed to occur between October and February 1 to avoid conflict with migratory birds.  Actual construction will begin in early 2007.

· A request for PG&E to have a 3rd party review on costs and scheduling was received from agency managers.  PG&E has hired a private contractor, Blackenbeach (?), to undertake the review.  PG&E is providing funds for this review.  It is not known whether this document will be given out to the public.

· A question regarding erosion potential and water quality concerns in relation to the fall/winter vegetation clearing was asked.  Erosion control measures will be in place.  Have to meet Clean Water Act permitting requirements.

RESTORATION PROJECT FUNDING:

· REC and CDFG are working on what type of agreement is needed to transfer the money from CDFG to the USBR.  The restoration funds are state prop 50 funds.

FWS ACTIVITIES (aka greensheet)

· Items in bold are new activities.

· Tricia wanted everyone to note that the construction contract for the barrier weir is scheduled to be awarded this spring (2006).

· In reviewing the green-sheet some clarifications were given:

· hatchery origin salmonids are not passed upstream of the barrier weir

· the fyke trap in the CNFH canal was removed due to lack of funding.  It is not currently a NMFS monitoring requirement.  Shirley (NMFS) has been informed.   Discussions between FWS and NMFS are ongoing regarding this topic.

STATUS OF NOAA FISHERIES B.O.

· No new information for Issue 3.2

· Mike brought up that this should not be a standing agenda item.  Angela gave history on this.  In the past it was a group consensus that this issue be a standing agenda item.  Group gave consent to take this item off as a standing agenda item.

FIRE SAFE COUNCIL (FSC)

· Manton FSC in full swing.  There was a very successful workshop on Pine Forests – 15 landowners attended.

· People are interested in reducing fuels and replanting more fire safe vegetation.

· If folks have a good workshop idea for creating a healthy environment, the community is open to workshops.

· Meetings are held 6:30 pm, the first Tuesday of the month, at the fire station.  They are open to the public.

OTHER ITEMS

· Mike Ward is in the process of developing a Technical Advisory Committee.  April 7, 2006, 9am – 12 pm is the first meeting, located in Dennis Heiman’s Office.  Email Mike if you want information. [wardski@televar.com]

[see attached summary of Ken Roby’s presentation on watershed restoration work on the Lassen NF ]

Meeting Review and Summary
· Develop duties of the Secretary Position.  Jim Smith will bring to the next meeting

· Electric version of brochure out to group from Bob Grace

· Tracking Document – moving forward.  Have as an agenda item

· Mike Berry will give an update on the Winter Chinook document in May

·  Mike Ward, Jess Newton on May agenda

· TNC would like to be on the September agenda – topic = their lands and easements

· Issue Tracking and next steps – to be on September agenda

· July field trip to be planned in May

· Battle Creek water quality studies for September or later agenda.

May 16, 2006 will be our next meeting.

Adjourn 1300
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