GREATER BATTLE CREEK WATERSHED WORKING GROUP

SEPTEMBER 19, 2006

USFWS CONFERENCE ROOM, RED BLUFF, CA
I. Introductions/Announcements 

Tricia Parker, Melanie McFarland, Brenda Olson, Kerry Burke, Scott Ferris, Mike Tucker, Mike Berry, Angela Risdon, Liv Imset, Jim Smith, Mary Marshall, Aric Lester, Peter Jacobsen, Curtis Anderson, Bob Grace, Ken Lentz, David Grant, Amy Lyons, Sharon Paquin Gilmore, RJ Roth, Jess Newton, Scott Hamelberg, Jake Jacobson
Announcements:  Angela Risdon is moving on to a new position but will stay involved through the next meeting in November.

Everyone introduced themselves in more detail than usual to give Liv Imset an introduction to people and their background with the project.  Liv will be transitioning into the position Angela has occupied for the last nine years.  

Chip Stalica is still PG&E’s representative for operations although currently still on detail.

Peggy McNutt has left The Nature Conservancy and taken a position with Resources Law Group.  The new TNC representative for the group may be Campbell Ingram.  Peter, the former Dye Creek Preserve manager, has also left TNC and they are now in the process of recruiting for this position.

II. July 18 Field Trip

Melanie brought in the Red Bluff Daily News front page which had an article on the field trip.  Melanie also brought a map of the Lassen National Forest (LNF) and the anadromous watersheds within the Forest boundary.  The portion of Battle Creek managed by the LNF is above anadromous but the forest is managing for downstream effects due to roads.  

A few slides of the trip were shown.  Trip information is located on the website :  www.battle-creek.net/bcwg.html#trip
Melanie noted there were some corrections that needed to be made to the Red Bluff Daily News article in regards to road mileage.  Melanie will send corrections to Kathy Bishop.

III. Updates
RJ Roth: (Shasta Trinity Flyfishers)  On Thursday, Sept 21 2006, 6-8 pm, at the Red Lion Inn in Redding, the Stewardship Council is having a meeting on dissemination of PG&E lands.  Shasta County has applied for all the lands in the county, CDF has applied for some lands.  Those lands eligible in the Battle and Cow Creek watersheds have not been posted on the web yet (as of 9/18).  Within the North Fork Battle Creek watershed, there is a lot of land outside of FERC boundaries.
Kerry Burke:  SB 1086, 25 year celebration involved a tour showing the restoration work that has been completed on the Sacramento River from Red Bluff to Mill Creek.  Tricia – The upper Sacramento River tour was cancelled due to lack of interest.  Tricia is talking with Sacramento River Partners, Dan Efseaff, to possibly have a site visit for the GBCWWG looking at floodplain restoration projects that would have been visited had the upper Sacramento River tour occurred.

Scott Ferris:  Announced that an agreement has been reached regarding the San Joaquin restoration lawsuit.  Others announced that there were news articles published in the Sacramento Bee and the San Francisco Chronicle on the agreement.  Jim Smith noted that court approval and congressional action still needs to happen.

Scott expressed frustration over the time it was taking to get on the ground project implementation started.

Sharon:  Asking for help.  Red Cross collected approximately $40,000 more than they could use for the Manton Fire recovery.  There are certain restrictions on what this extra money can be used for and construction of fuel breaks around town is not permissible.  Education is currently the only opportunity available.  The Red Cross is looking at this group to help spend the money.  Angela responded she is hesitant for this group to jump into the middle of this controversy.

Curtis:  Announced Randy Brown passed away since the last meeting.

Scott H.:  Return of the Salmon Festival is scheduled for October 21.  Last year approximately 9,000 people attended.  The GBCWWG will have a booth at the fair.

Chip S.: Operational Update – In December 2005 the Coleman powerhouse was shut down however it started operating normally three weeks ago.

IV.  Presentation
Jake Jacobson gave a presentation on The Nature Conservancy’s work in the Battle Creek watershed and Lassen Foothills Project.

Background: In the early to mid-1990’s, TNC did a scientific scoping project covering the Central Valley and foothills.  The Lassen Foothills Project came out of that, starting in 1997 and 1998.  It was established due to the large functioning ecosystem that covered multiple watersheds; and includes vernal pool complexes, spring Chinook salmon, and the largest migratory deer herd in California (approximately 20,000 head).  It encompasses almost one million acres, one third of which is public lands.  The main conservation efforts for the Lassen Foothills Project are rare, threatened, and endangered species. 

There are 70,000 acres in conservation easements.  TNC owns 6,000 acres, Vina Plains and Wildcat Ranch.  A 25 year agreement between the state of California and TNC is in place to manage the 37,000 acre Dye Creek Preserve.  The agreement will expire in 2013.

Specifically in Battle Creek: TNC has the largest conservation easement in Northern California, the 36,000 acre Inks Creek Tuscan Ranch.  Five thousand to 8,000 acres is within the Battle Creek watershed.  Protection efforts include conservation easements on both sides of the mainstem encompassing 3,500 acres and a 1,000 acre easement on the North Fork.  In addition TNC owns 1,800 acres on the North Fork.  

TNC has a three prong system: 1) direct protection, 2) outreach and education (Dye Creek and Vina Plains), and 3) land management, stewardship and research.  Examples of research projects include acorn production, fisheries, frog, coyote, and prescribed fire in Dye Creek to combat noxious weeds.

The largest PG&E acreage to be transferred through the Stewardship Council is located in Shasta County.  TNC has been discussing Battle Creek lands with the Council.  TNC does not believe they have to be in possession of the lands however they want to see good outcomes for conservation with those lands.

Public access to TNC owned lands is only through a programmed activity.  On September 30, a public hike is scheduled for the Dye Creek Preserve and is by reservation only.  You can call the Chico office at 897-6370 xtn 0 to make your reservation.

V. Issue Tracking
Curtis passed out two handouts, the tracking document and a two page memo from the Procedures Subcommittee to the Working Group.  

Curtis has included contact information and the trigger question on the written document to be consistent with information on the website.

Updates: are in blue italics

#2 – Instream work on the barrier weir will occur during spring 2007.  Stakeholder meeting occurred on 9/7/06 on intake screens.  It is USFWS’ responsibility to find the funds for the remaining 50% of construction costs.   The next meeting is November 9, 2006.

#3 – update from Mike T.  3.3 Liv Imset is the new contact as Angela is moving on. 

#4 – language from Mary on landowner meetings

#7 – same as 3.3

#8 – update from Tricia.   8.1 – Sharon wants to add annual meeting.  Both Tricia and Mary attended and assisted with handing out the restoration project brochures and working the booth.

#9 - Mike Berry is still working on the Winter Run Chinook Salmon feasibility study.  With all the CDFG reorganization/personnel changes it has temporarily been placed on the “back burner”.  Mike hopes to have something for the November meeting – a Final Draft that has incorporated comments received.

#11 – Bypass pipe update for the CDFG screen located on the Orwick (South side) irrigation ditch.  The EA and permitting are finishing up.  The contract has been awarded and will start in early October.

Memo
Procedure subcommittee document to review why we have an Issue Tracking Document (ITD), what is its purpose, and where do we want to go with it.

Items considered:

- The ITD is to assist the GBCWWG to stay on track.  The purpose statement needs to be on every ITD in the future.

- Consistency of presentation and its purpose needs to be considered as it is different on the website.

- Renamed “Resolved Issues” to “Past Issues that have been Resolved”

- Recommendation from Angela that a GBCWWG footer with date be added on each page.

- Most folks like the current format

- Discussion occurred regarding how to discuss updates – consensus was to bring the ITD up on the big screen.  Everyone receives an e-copy prior to the meeting and can print out if want/need to.

ITD discussion

Page 19, A.1 –link to the NOAA Fisheries letter.  Sharon will set up the link and also to the CDFG letter.

Melanie – asked how determine if an issue is resolved??  For example #12.  Angela suggested some issues may never be resolved or go away, the group manages them and maybe should be put into a different category.  Revisit this at the annual review – put on next meeting’s agenda.

The need to standardize the incorporation of updates to the website and the group title was pointed out.  Every September new issues are to be brought up and every November the ranking of new issues is to occur.  This November each participant will need to bring new issues or new wording and in January the topics will be ranked.  As an example, Tricia brought up combining #8 and #14.  A suggestion was made to those with new issues and/or wording to please do their homework beforehand for meeting efficiency.  Please share new issues through emails prior to the meeting if you feel it is appropriate to do so.

A question regarding the need for a facilitator was asked to the group.  Ken will make a request for Rick Morat to come back and help.  Plan B: Mike B. will check to see if a CDFG person/facilitator is available.

VI. LUNCH

VII. Green Sheet
Tricia reviewed updates.  New color and format!

VIII. Outreach
An outreach meeting was held this morning.  

- Various groups have brochures, approximately 900 have been distributed.

- A booth has been reserved for the Manton Apple Festival and Return of the Salmon Festival

- Bob Grace, Tehama County RCD, and Western Shasta RCD are reaching out to school shop classes having them build stream models that include dams and fish ladders.  

- There is interest in building a 3D model of Battle Creek however no money is currently available.

- Suggestion was made to develop a new brochure once demolition begins

- Ken is looking into the possibility of taking the poster down to the CALFED Science Conference.

IX. Restoration Project Update
Mary gave out a two sided handout that gives a visual representation of involved entities and where they fit in the process; and a flow chart that shows all the steps that need to occur and in what order for the project to go to construction.

CDFG is finalizing their CEQA determinations on providing funding for the project.

The NEPA/CEQA ROD/NOD should be completed this fall (2006) or winter (2006/2007).  

Landowner agreements should be in place during winter 2007.

FERC process should be completed summer 2007.

Review of construction plans should occur summer/fall 2007.

Construction should begin fall 2007.

$270.5 million of ecosystem restoration funds are coming from CDFG; Iron Mountain Mine Trustee Council is donating $6.5 million to the project.

Sharon - The response to Mary’s presentation on the project at the annual meeting in Manton was positive.

The handout will be placed on the website.

X. Meeting Review
Angela reminded everyone that he MOU is a formal agreement.  Agency/Group e-mail updates to the chair also need to be cc’d to the Secretary.

Official notification that the PG&E representative and Chair (Angela) needs to step down.  She will commit to stay involved until next year and will be at the next meeting.  Liv will be the new official PG&E representative.  An agenda item for next meeting is to elect a new Chair.
Need to convene a nominating committee.  Peggy took this on last time.  Sharon will spear head this effort and Ken will participate.  A state person or stakeholder can be Chair.

Biggest Action Item is the ITD.  Filter through Curtis and bring up through e-mail if appropriate.

Review contacts on the ITD.  Updates of ongoing projects within the ITD is an option to bring up at the next meeting.

Continue outreach.

Ken will contact Rick Morat to see if he is available to facilitate the next meeting.  Ken is also looking into having the poster display at the CALFED Science Conference.

November 14 is the next meeting.

XI. Future Meetings and Topic Identification
Agenda items for November meeting:

· ITD

· Nominations for Chair

Topics for future meetings:

- Mike and Steve Deshane to give information on how to find out about private timber sales (Timber Harvest Plans – THPs)
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