
Manton Fire Safe Council Meeting Notes

September 15, 2011

Bob Cords convened the meeting. Round table introductions followed. Present: Bob Cords, Bill Poytress, Ron Myers and Mrs. Ron Myers, Tom McCubbins, Kathy Zablan, Martha Schraml, Bob and Sam Folsom, Kathy Bishop
Cal Fire Report:

Bob Cords reported that he attended a fire chiefs’ meeting on September 14th. He learned in the meeting that they expect another $20 million budget cut that can result in loss of equipment and further cuts to staffing.

Representatives of Cal Fire were unable to attend this Manton Fire Safe Council meeting because they had been dispatched to the field. Bob added that there were no significant lightning fires resulting from the recent storm.

Manton Volunteer Fire Department Report:
Bob reported that members of the Manton Volunteer Fire Department attended a two-day Jaws of Life training in Corning and are now fully trained in its use. He added that the tool works really well.
Tehama County RCD Report:

Tom McCubbins of the Tehama County RCD reported that the Manton Fuel Break has been completed.  The RCD has also finished work on the Finley Road and Plum Creek Road fuel breaks. Using funds left over from those projects, the RCD cleared along the road between Lyman Springs and the tramway on Sierra Pacific Industries property.  He added that they are hoping to do more fuels reduction work on A Line over to Highway 36. He said the RCD has discussed the proposal with Mike Mitzel, SPI, and that Mitzel is checking with SPI. Tom indicated that if the proposal was approved, SPI would pay for the work.
Tom said that after the Ishi crew comes back from fighting fire, they will resume work on the fuel break in Manton. The next Manton fuel break will be on Ponderosa Way from the Shasta County line at Digger Creek to the area just below Bluff Springs.  Tom said that he’s been working with the Tehama County Counsel’s Office to see who is responsible for maintenance on Ponderosa Way.

He added that the person who has been running the chipper on these projects will be leaving the RCD so they are hoping to fill the position with someone who is also a licensed herbicide applicator.

Emergency Shelter Unit:
Bob Cords reported that half of the supplies that are in the shelter unit at the Manton School will be used to stock the new shelter trailer.

He advised the group that there may be a potential issue with insurance on the new shelter trailer. He said, “We need to figure out who is going to own it. The County may not take it as a donation.”  It was noted that private auto insurance should cover anything being towed and that would include the shelter trailer. The trailer is currently registered to Ron Myers. Bob added that Sharon Paquin-Gilmore is talking to the County to resolve the issue.
Ideas for Community Projects using Red Cross Funds:
Bob reported that he discussed with Jim Livingston the feasibility of tapping into Boole Ditch during a fire.

Martha Schraml offered to allow their property to be used as a staging area, adding that they also have ponds on their property that can be tapped.

Kathy Zablan raised a concern about the prospect of proposed legislation that would mandate an environmental test of ponds.

The members discussed spending some of the remaining Red Cross funds on hardware to tap into water sources. Bob estimated that it might take around $10,000 to purchase the fittings, depending on how many sites there are.

Fire Prevention Fee, ABX1-29:
Bob reported that the bill is back to its original form. He said the State Board of Equalization will impose a fee of $90 per habitable structure this year. The fees are to be spent on fire prevention rather than fire suppression.  The fee could go up to $150 next year. Groups such as fire safe councils may be eligible to receive funds from the fees for fire prevention projects. Tehama County residents within the fee areas may qualify for a $10 discount on the fee because Tehama County has a weed abatement mitigation program. There can be an additional $10 credit for those who have had, and passed, a Cal Fire inspection within the last 4 years.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.


