


Ponderosa Way Fuel Break

The Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) originally established the Ponderosa
Way Fuel Break in conjunction with the
construction of Ponderosa Way. This fuel
break is one of the oldest continuously
existing fuel breaks in the state of California.
The intent of the fuel break was to separate
large tracts of privately owned timber from
the lower elevation non-commercial
vegetation.

Maintenance of this fuel break has
been on going since its original construction
and consisted of several different methods of
removal over the years. Treatments have
included cut, pile, and burn, cut and scatter,
and the introduction of low intensity ground
fire to remove unwanted vegetation.

Local records indicate that Crystal Creek Conservation Camp worked on the fuel break in the late 1960’s.
Since the establishment of Sugarpine Conservation Camp in 1988, crews have annually re-treated sections
of the fuel break. This year alone, crews from Sugarpine spent over 20 days on the Ponderosa Way Fuel

Break, or over 2,400 man-hours.

Top Picture: Before

Bottom Picture: After
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Education / Inspection Project

In 2003 the Student Conservation Association Inc., a national conservation organization, through a
contractual agreement with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in cooperation with the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) provided a Fire Education
Corps team, for the purpose of educating the public, specifically residents in the wildland-urban
interface, about how to best prepare and protect their homes in the event of a wildland fire.

The primary goal of the Fire Education Corps was to conduct defensible space evaluations of
residential properties for CAL FIRE in the wildland urban interface. These defensible space
evaluations will include recommendations on defensible space, landscaping, and building
materials currently used and alternatives. Ancillary goals will be to educate the general public
about the dangers of wildland fires and how to protect themselves and their property, and to
demonstrate the effectiveness of investing in partnership with youth development agencies.

The team worked with BLM to coordinate and implement the BLM Vegetation Hazard Reduction
Program for private landowners adjacent to BLM.

The education/inspection continued in 2004 and 2005 with CAL FIRE personnel conducting
inspections in high fire hazard severity areas. In 2006 the program will continue with CAL FIRE
personnel who will educate residences in the new amendments to PRC 4291. The phase of the
project will emphasis property inspections and educate residents to prepare for a defensible space
during the winter months when they can easily dispose of excess fuel.

Equipment Use Education Program
The major cause of wildland fires in the Unit is equipment use, which includes the improper use of
equipment, improperly maintained equipment and equipment failure. Leading causes are the use of

lawn mowers and wheeled string trimmers.

This year several television and newspaper advertisements were developed and distributed in order
to educate people in the hazard and the safe use of equipment use.
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Defensible Space Video Project

The California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection was awarded a
$50,000 Western Wildland Urban Interface
grant for the production and distribution of
an educational and instructional video. The
content of the video demonstrates to
homeowners how to remove the vegetation
from around their homes that are located
within the wildland urban interface areas of
Shasta County.

In addition, the grant funding was
used for the development and distribution
of a Wildland Fire Evacuation Plan for the
. residential area known as the
: % Victoria/Swasey areas located west of the
. Redding City Limits.

efo re

The video depicts a non-fire safe residence and follows the homeowner through the steps necessary to
achieve a fire safe residence and obtain a 100-foot “Defensible Space” around the home.
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Emergency Fire Escape Road Evaluation

As part of the Ingress/Egress priority, emergency fire escape roads within Shasta County were
identified and evaluated. Previous development plans within the county were researched to determine if
and where these roads existed and which parcels were effected by the roads. The roads were physically
inspected to see if they complied with the original requirements, were still accessible, and if they provided
a safe passage. A problem with most of the roads is the lack of maintenance requirements and that some
do have deeded easements.

Shasta County Supervisors adopted new building standards that require an assessment on future
emergency fire escape roads that will be used for maintenance. This does not alleviate the problems
associated with the existing roads but will prevent future problems from developing.
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