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Development and construction standards must be considered. Future standards should consider
increased building setback from property lines as well as building placement on ridge tops,
canyons, or any other location where fire intensity is increased by topography. The type of
construction and construction material also affect a structure’s defensibility and should be
considered. County General Plans should consider the fire hazard potential when developing or
modifying land use zones.

An additional problem for defensible space around structures is the land adjoining developed
parcels. Greenbelts are often created when subdivisions are developed in the wildland areas. These
greenbelts are often in drainages below ridge-top development and are most often too steep for building
placement.

Most often extremely flammable fuel conditions exist in these greenbelts and the fuels abut the
developed property lines. Structures built with a 30-foot setback from the property line do not have
adequate clearance from the fuel in the greenbelt.

Fuel maintenance standards should be considered for the greenbelts in future and existing
developments.

Ridge top home with inadequate
setback or clearance. This structure
received direct flame contact from the
spreading vegetation fire.
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Ingress and Egress

Public and private roads often provide inadequate clearance for safe passage during fires. Narrow
one-lane roads have historically hampered fire department access while residents exit because there is
inadequate room for vehicles to pass.

Resident fatalities in wildland fires in California have historically occurred on narrow roadways
located in thick vegetation. Fire equipment access to structures is hampered because of inadequate
clearance along roads and driveways.

Clearance here is adequate for passage of a single
passenger vehicle. However when this vegetation
burns it will not provide safe passage.

Current driveway standards require a 16-foot roadway
with a 12-foot driving surface. A 16-foot wide
driveway, in similar fuels as in this photograph, would
still not provide safe passage.

Driveway and roadway clearance standards or recommendations should be developed based on fuel
type and topography in order to provide safe ingress and egress. Fuel clearance along roadways
and driveways must also be maintained.

Throughout the Unit many Emergency Fire Escape Roads have been built in order to provide a
second access for use in the event of a wildland fire. Unfortunately these roads were not built to any
particular standard nor were there any requirements to maintain the roads after construction. Most of these
roads have become overgrown with brush or blocked by fences and are impassable. Their condition is
such that if a person tried to use the road to escape an encroaching fire could trap them. A method must
be developed to provide maintenance for these roads and second access issues must be resolved for
future development in order to protect resident’s lives.
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