Manton Fire Safe Council Meeting Notes

August 14, 2008

The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Coordinator Sharon Paquin-Gilmore. Introductions followed.

NEW CALFIRE BATTALION CHIEF

Bart Kriek, the new Manton & Paynes Creek CalFire Battalion Chief introduced himself. Several other CalFire reps were in attendance, as were members of the Manton Volunteer Fire Department and residents of Manton.

STATUS OF RED CROSS PROJECTS
Sharon Paquin-Gilmore reported that the new emergency storage container has arrived in Manton and that it has been placed on the grounds of the Manton School.

Concerns were raised over whether using the school as a staging area could make it difficult for people to access the disaster shelter at the school because emergency vehicles may block access and take available parking. Greg Gutierrez of CalFire responded that the emergency staging area could be at the Manton School, or alternatively, it could be at the new fire station complex in Manton. He said that there is enough room at the new complex for equipment to move around without clogging access.

Paquin-Gilmore noted that the American Red Cross has not yet delivered emergency supplies for the storage container, presumably because they are still busy responding to fires. She announced that volunteers are needed to be trained as disaster shelter managers. She noted that there are 2 people in Manton who are already trained and that there are people in Shingletown who are trained, and who might be available to help.

BCWC ANNUAL MEETING

Sharon invited all the attendees to come to the BCWC Annual Meeting on September 10th at Water Wheel Park. She asked if a CalFire rep can come to the Annual Meeting to talk about defensible space and to answer questions.  

She said that there will also be information about the status of the Battle Creek Restoration Project. She said that Karina Silvas, Firewise Communities Program Coordinator for Shasta Forest Legacy, will speak on “How to Create Firewise Homes and a Firewise Community.” She will describe methods of retrofitting older homes that were not built to be firesafe. Paquin-Gilmore explained that one of the goals of Firewise.Org is to educate people on ways to make their homes safe from wild fire so that firefighters can use their resources to fight fire rather than protect homes.

Paquin-Gilmore said that the focus of the BCWC Annual Meeting will be on pre-fire management. She said that we will also celebrate the progress made on the Restoration Project. “We will also inform the community about what the BCWC and the Manton Fire Safe Council have done during the past year.” 

*****************************************************************************************

Bill Poytress wondered if there is a chance of obtaining grant funding for more firefighting equipment because when restoration work begins there will be more fire danger as a result of more traffic and equipment coming into the area. 

WATERSHED ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT PLAN
Tom McCubbins (Tehama County RCD) described the benefits of creating a new watershed assessment and management plan for the Battle Creek watershed. He said that the initial B.C Watershed Assessment dealt mainly with the streams and sediment but the proposed watershed assessment would have a watershed-wide scope. He said the goal of the assessment will be to shore up claims made in the BCWC Strategies document because until the information is supported by the assessment, the claims are just anecdotal. McCubbins explained that the information gathered from the assessment will be used to develop a management plan that can be presented to funders to show what is needed. The TCRCD is partnering with the BCWC to obtain funding for the assessment and to implement the assessment project.

DEFENSIBLE SPACE WORKSHOPS
Paquin-Gilmore described plans for an upcoming workshop that will illustrate ways to create defensible space around homes. She said 2 properties will be needed for the workshop; one that exemplifies a home that has proper defensible space and one that does not. She suggested a “before and after” visit to the property that needs work done. It was suggested that Kristy Bond (Cal Fire) might be able to identify good and bad examples. Battalion Chief Kriek affirmed that properties used for workshops can be identified when CalFire does inspections.

Joanna Ferguson said she may be willing to volunteer her place for a fire defense workshop. Bob Cords said that he is willing to have a workshop at his place also. He suggested that Tom Knight (who was not present at the meeting) may also be willing to have a workshop on his property, as an example of a property that needs thinning.

Paquin-Gilmore asked the group when it would be a good time to have the workshop. Bob Lee responded that it might be better to have them when people can actually go out and do some work on their property. Sharon Paquin-Gilmore suggested that the workshops be held after fire season is over and after there has been some rain.

Greg Gutierrez (Cal Fire) explained that litter and debris should be cleared around homes now and brush should be cleared during February and March.

Joanna Ferguson told the group that she is concerned because even though they keep their property green they have neighbors who have a lot of dry grass right up to their property line. Bob Lee responded that under current regulations, if a fire were to spread onto their property from the neighbor’s property, the neighbors would have no liability unless they actually started the fire.

FIRE HAZARD ABATEMENT ORDINANCE FOR TEHAMA COUNTY
Bob Lee told the group that he attended a meeting in Red Bluff regarding a proposed draft Fire Hazard Abatement Ordinance for Tehama County. He said that if the ordinance passes, the County can impose $1,000 fines and jail time for violations. 

Greg Gutierrez told the group that the ordinance will give CalFire the authority it needs to enforce clearance laws. He said the new regulations will affect places like Corning and Los Molinos, where fires cause significant damage.

Bob Lee responded that Manton is one of the focus areas of the ordinance. He that during the meeting he raised the issue of people who cannot afford to pay for clearing. Lee said he was told by a County representative that there will be no exceptions. Lee said the rep told him “If they can’t afford it, they shouldn’t live in the country.” 

Gutierrez said that CalFire is aware that people have limited time and money to do the clearing so they will not automatically impose fines. 

Bob Lee said that one of the things that the proposed ordinance does not address is access. He said new dwellings do have access codes but not older dwellings.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore said several people have expressed interest in having a new evacuation plan. Greg Gutierrez told the group that he helped develop an evacuation plan for Lake California. He suggested that the Lake California’s plan might be used as a model for the Manton community. He said their evacuation plan can be found on the Tehama County Health web site and that extra copies of the plan can be picked up at the Tehama County Sheriff’s Office.

Battalion Chief Kriek said that he will work with the Manton Volunteer Fire Department to help develop a plan.

Tom McCubbins raised the issue of possible liability if people use an evacuation route or go to an evacuation center identified in an emergency plan, and the route or center are burning.

*****************************************************************************************

Joanna Ferguson told the group that she wants Shasta County Cal Fire reps to attend the Manton Fire Safe Council meetings also. Sharon Paquin-Gilmore responded that she has invited them in the past and will do so again.

MANTON FIRE SAFE COUNCIL FLYER

Paquin-Gilmore told the group that the next MFSC flyer will go out after the BCWC Annual Meeting. She said she would like to publicize the workshops at peoples’ houses. 

*****************************************************************************************

Paquin-Gilmore announced that Marily Woodhouse talked to the owner of the Manton Store and they have agreed to post a sign that reads, “Mornings are for mowing, afternoons are for beer. No mowing after 10:00 am.”

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

The next meeting of the Manton Fire Safe Council will be at the BCWC Annual Meeting at 5:00 PM on September 10, 2008.

Submitted by Kathy Bishop

