Manton Fire Safe Council Meeting – July 17, 2008

The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Coordinator Sharon Paquin-Gilmore. Introductions followed. 

Paquin-Gilmore welcomed representatives from Cal-Fire. Cal-Fire’s Greg Gutierrez announced that he has replaced John Sprague as the Pre-fire Engineer for this area.

Red Cross Agreement Update:

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore reported on the Red Cross Agreement. She said that the agreement between the MFSC and the Red Cross has been signed and the funds for the first year have been deposited in the MFSC account.  She told the group that some of the funds will be spent to purchase a storage container and emergency supplies, including emergency kits, a portable generator and portable lights. The 8’ x 20’ container has been ordered and it will be placed behind the gym at the Manton School. It will be used to store 50 cots and blankets and emergency kits. The generator and lights will be used at the Manton School during emergencies when there is a power outage. 

Paquin-Gilmore told the group that she met with former Manton School Administrator, Jake Hosler to work out the logistics. He advised her that the Manton School has a supply of food on hand and that it can be purchased from the school during emergencies.

She announced that the American Red Cross is looking for people to train as Red Cross volunteers to manage the disaster shelter in Manton. Shelter Management Training is a one-day course. She mentioned that the new school Administrator, Joanne Barrow, has already signed up. A Red Cross representative is scheduled to attend the August MFSC meeting to talk about what is involved in becoming a volunteer. As part of the agreement, the Red Cross will also provide free CPR training in the fall.

After the storage unit and supplies arrive, the MFSC plans to sponsor an ice cream social at the school to show the new shelter and supplies to the community. It was suggested that the event be scheduled sometime after Labor Day weekend. 

Bob Cords, Assistant Fire Chief of the Manton Volunteer Fire Department, gave a very interesting presentation on his experiences as a member of a “strike team” fighting the Humboldt Fire near Paradise. He told the group the Paradise area topography is similar to that of Manton.  He said that one of the challenges in fighting the Humboldt Fire was that the wind kept changing direction.  He showed many photos that he took during the battle, including some of an area where several homes escaped the fire because a neighbor used his tractor to cut a firebreak around all of them.

He advised the group to help make their homes more defensible for firefighters by:

· Keeping hoses hooked up to faucets so firefighters can use the water

· Keeping gates unlocked for equipment access

· Moving anything flammable from outside, inside, including items on patios and decks such as cushions and wicker furniture

· Locating woodpiles away from any structures

· Keeping litter and any other flammable items out from underneath decks

· Installing tight mesh screening over vents around the eaves to keep ashes and cinders from getting inside

· If vehicles are left behind during an evacuation, leaving the keys in them so they can be moved

· Clearing all down slope areas because fires travel uphill easier than downhill due to uphill drafts

Member Steve Gilmore, who is an architect, interjected that the new Chapter 7A building code does not allow vinyl windows. He said, “If you build in the WUI (Wildland-Urban Interface), regulations require all windows to be dual-pane tempered glass.” 

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore suggested that the MFSC invite someone from the county building department to come to a meeting and explain all the code changes.

Greg Gutierrez told the group that almost all of Tehama County, excluding a strip along I-5, falls within the WUI.

Gutierrez advised that there are fire retardant products available online for homeowners, including intumescent paints that will not burn and silicate-based gel foam retardant sprays.  Members expressed concern about potential toxicity of the retardant chemicals but Gutierrez assured them that they are not toxic.

He stressed that defensible space around homes is meant to help keep firefighters safe also. He said that one factor used in determining if they will try to save a home is how dangerous it is for the crew to be there.

Bill Poytress raised a concern about the way that property inspections are being conducted in the Manton area. He related that an inspector showed up on the property on a Sunday with no prior notification, and that the inspector came in June, when it is very dangerous to clear brush.  Gutierrez responded that the inspections are conducted year-round.

Steve Gilmore asked Gutierrez if an adjacent property owner, whose property is within the 100’ defensible space of his neighbor’s property, has any liability if he doesn’t clear the brush on his property within that zone. Gutierrez responded that they do not (yet), and he knows of cases where insurance companies cancelled policies because of brush on neighboring land. 

Bob Lee told the group that the Tehama County Board of Supervisors is currently looking at creating new brush clearance requirements.

Gutierrez said that if a property owner wants advice on what to clear, they can call Cal-Fire and request an inspection. Cal-Fire will advise them about what needs to be cleared and after the work is completed, Cal-Fire will return and sign off on the inspection.

He suggested that people who have ponds should buy a fire hose and a pump to draw water from the pond to fight fire. He explained that a tender only carries 500 gallons of water so it is much better to use the water on site whenever possible.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore explained that the role of the MFSC is to act as liaison to communicate fire-safe information to the community. She also said that Bill Poytress is currently in the process of creating a GIS map of Manton to identify all of the addresses.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Next meeting will be held on Thursday, August 14th at 6:30 p.m. at the Grange. 

Submitted by Kathy Bishop

