DISASTER PREP: WHAT’S NEXT?
Hosted by the California Fire Safe Council
Redding, CA – July 7, 2010
Notes on the workshop

Presenter – Pat Durland, Principal, Stone Creek Fire LLC

Notes on wildfire mitigation:

· The fuel model changes when wild land fire spreads to homes.
· Fire creates its own wind and when winds exceed 35 mph, water tankers do not fly.
· Fire seasons have become longer, which result in more wild fires.
· 98% of wildfires are suppressed. The rest become disasters (see mega-fire phenomenon).
· 40% of the Forest Service’s budget goes to fighting home fires.
· Wildfire is the easiest natural peril to mitigate.
· A home ignition zone is determined by the structure and the surrounding area.
· Factors that dominate structure ignition:

· Vulnerability of structure, i.e., roofs, fuel under decks, attic vents that are not properly screened. 
· Replace vents with baffle vents that trap embers. The should be made of non-combustible material with intumescent screen that will expand with heat and seal.

· Vents should have a fine screen on the back and 1/8” screen on the front. 
· Clearance around homes – pine needles and small branches make good fuel. Clear all debris within 30 feet of the structure and underneath decks and porches.
· Deciduous tree growing next to a house helps shade the house from fire because there is moisture in their leaves, while a pine tree next to a house is a bad choice.
Presenter - L.R “Grizz” Adams, Region III Emergency Services Coordinator, California Emergency Management Agency:
· Cal EMA:

· Provides “all hazards emergency relief and recovery”.
· Assists local government in preplanning and recovery. 

· Has many kinds of equipment.
· Contracts with the Forest Service and other agencies to:

· Coordinate search & rescue.
· Provide search dogs.
· Move people and equipment around the state as needed.
· Each county has a designated Emergency Operation Center. When they declare an emergency, it allows Cal EMA to step in.
· Governor can release state funds if the emergency meets state criteria.
· Local government is ultimately responsible for local emergencies.
· Individual assistance is only available at Federal level so if there is only a state declaration, individual assistance is probably not available.

Disaster Preparedness Tips and more preparedness tips/resources can be found on the Cal EMA web site. 

Presenter – Dan Dyce, Earthquake Response Manager, California Earthquake Authority:
· CEA is:

· A state insurer. Many insurance companies formed a pool with CEA for earthquake policies. 
· A non-profit that reimburses (member) private insurance companies at 100% of their paid earthquake claims.

· CISN, the California Integrated Seismic Network, provides notification of and information about California earthquakes.
· CISN provides color-coded shake maps that show geographical location and quake intensity.
Links to learning more about earthquake safety can be found on the CEA website.

Presenter - Nancy Geer, American Red Cross of Northeastern California:
· Red Cross is undergoing a major reorganization

· Donations are down

· Red Cross receives no funds from government agencies
· What Red Cross can do:

· Set up shelters and move people to them

· Contract with restaurants to provide food for people

· Partner with Salvation Army to provide food and shelter

· Transmit needs to the EEOC for additional resources

· Assess damage and decide what food and shelter are needed

· “Safe & Well-making” – check on people to find those whose family are out of the area and are trying to connect with them.

· Provide funding to case workers to help individuals

· Provide some financial assistance with clothing, food and shelter on a limited basis.

· Participate in disaster preparedness programs

