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The Tehama County Resource Conservation District has been awarded $102,519 from the California Fire Safe Council to create new fuel breaks in the Manton area and to implement a chipper program to reduce hazardous fuels in Manton and other communities in the area.  Work will begin on the Manton Community Fuel Break after the Bureau of Land Management completes its environmental assessment.

The grant proposal provides a description of the project:

The project entails mechanical and hand treatments along 15.79 miles (145 Acres) of Tehama County roads near Manton’s urban core (Power House Road, Manton School Road and Cedar Ridge Road) as well as a major County route (Lanes Valley Road) located to the southwest of that community. In addition, two wildland roads just off of Lanes Valley Road, Vianet Lane and Inskip Road, will be treated in order to improve access and egress to Inskip Hill and the communications facility at its crest.

Treatments of these two roads along with Lanes Valley Road will improve site conditions for future proposed prescribed burns on the east flank of Inskip Hill and Little Inskip Hill by providing fire lines for ignition and fire control. This area of eastern Tehama County has accumulated significant fuels over the 30 years since the Inskip Fire and now threatens the communities of Manton to the north and Paynes Creek to the south. Finally, the fuel breaks created by these treatments will reduce the threat of

ignitions attributable to significant traffic flows in the Manton area.

California Department of Corrections (CDC) Conservation Camp crewmembers will be used to conduct the treatments. Project work will occur to a width of 75’ on both sides of road centerlines within the Tehama County right−of−way. In some instances this will necessitate treatments on private property. Owners of private lands will be contacted in order to inform them of the project and to get their signature on an access permit. Lands owned by those who do not wish to cooperate will be skipped and only the County right−of−way will be treated. Once mechanical and hand treatments have been

completed and one growing season has occurred, herbicide will be applied to that portion of the project area within the County right−of−way. Labor for these treatments will be provided by the Tehama County Road Department and CFSC funds would be requested for the purchase of chemicals. Road mileages to be treated during this project are shown below.

Power House Road 1.21 Miles

Manton School Road 1.30 Miles

Cedar Ridge Road 1.20 Miles

Lanes Valley Road 7 Miles

Vianet Lane 1.77 Miles

Inskip Road 3.43 Miles

Total 15.91 Miles
The second component of this proposal is the purchase a 116 horsepower chipper that would be suitable for processing vegetation up to 12” in diameter. The chipper unit and a Tehama County RCD operator would be used in processing piled brush generated in connection with this project’s fuel treatments and would be towed behind CDC equipment. Processed material would either be broadcast back onto project lands or piled for landowner disposal. Once this project is completed, the chipper equipment and operator would be used on separately funded fuels reduction projects throughout Tehama County.
Funding for future projects would come from other federal, state and local grant sources as well as from fee−for−service work completed on public and private parcels. Funding for a Tehama County RCD owned ¾ ton pickup used to tow the chipper would be sought from sources other than the California Fire Safe Council at a later date. Those public and private entities hiring the equipment on a fee basis would be responsible for cutting vegetation and placing it next to driveways and roads where it would be processed by the chipper. Processed material would again either be broadcast back onto landowner property or piled for landowner disposal. In addition to the chipper equipment, funding for this portion of the proposal includes the cost of:

· One month’s labor charges to get the chipper operator properly trained by the equipment dealer
· The program introduced to local communities by the District’s Outreach and Education Coordinator
· Developing/implementing administrative and accounting procedures by the Tehama County RCD’s Manager and its accountant.

After one month’s operation and the future purchase of a pick up, the program would be completely self−sustaining with an hourly chipper rate that included the truck, operators labor costs as well as administrative and maintenance costs.

In addition to reducing fire threats to the Manton community, its surrounding Wildland Urban Interface and various watershed resources, this proposal helps to addresses the issue of communities’ permanently self−funding fuels reduction and fire related infrastructure improvements. At the present time, Tehama County Resource Conservation District staff coordinates the activities and initiatives of the Tehama−Glenn Fire Safe Council. In addition to sponsoring Council meetings, the TCRCD develops projects and their funding proposals in order to implement the TGFSC’s agenda. The Tehama County RCD also manages project dollars and prepares project reports to funding agencies. As a result of this collaboration and consolidation of administrative resources, the TCRCD maximize the impact of project dollars awarded for local fuels initiatives. The fee−for−services dollars generated through this chipper program would be colleted into an account that would be used by the TCRCD exclusively for self−funding additional fuel management and fire protection infrastructure improvement projects.

Individual landowners, Tehama County RCD staff, Tehama−Glenn Fire Safe Council members along with various community Fire Safe Councils and watershed groups would propose additional project work. Importantly, the chipper would be available to local communities and other entities for the maintenance of already in place fuel break infrastructure some of which, has been funded by member agencies of the CFSC. As a result, the Tehama County RCD views this proposal as a tangible means of developing financially self−sustaining community based fuel reduction infrastructure.
