Manton Fire Safe Council Meeting Notes
August 19, 2010

Topics:

· Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy’s annual meeting and dinner –

· Coordinator Sharon Paquin-Gilmore provided details about the upcoming Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy’s annual meeting and dinner, which will begin at 5:00 p.m. on September 15th at the Manton School gymnasium. The meeting will also be a celebration of the Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project in Battle Creek. Agency personnel will be at the annual meeting to provide information about the project and to answer questions.
· Volunteer disaster training, shelter units and fire safe zones –

· Sharon reported that the Red Cross wants to train more local volunteers to assist in the Manton area during disasters. She added that Charles McCaul of the Red Cross said he would like to have as many as 10 trained volunteers from both the Shasta and Tehama County sides of Manton and that the Red Cross would train them. She said she will announce the request at the BCWC annual meeting and hopefully get more volunteers. 
· Sharon reported that a shelter unit is in place behind the Manton School and that it is stocked with essential supplies needed during a fire disaster. In addition to food, water and first aid supplies, it also has enough cots and blankets for 50 people. She explained that the shelter unit and supplies were purchased with donations given to the Red Cross for the Manton community after the 2005 fire. Through an agreement with Red Cross, the remainder of those funds are being used to purchase items to benefit the Manton community during a disaster. In addition to the shelter unit and supplies, those donations have also been used to purchase 2 generators and 4 flood lights, which will provide enough light to illuminate the gym and the area outside. 
· Sharon reported that there are enough donated funds remaining to purchase another shelter unit (cargo container) and supplies for the Shasta County side.  She explained that the Shingletown Fire Safe Plan was developed to apply for grants and that the airstrip on the Shasta County side had been designated in the plan as a fire safe zone, but that the RCD never checked with CalFire, the Manton Volunteer Fire Department or the current property owners to see if that site can be used. Kathy Zablan, a part owner of the airport property on the Shasta County side, who was present at the meeting, expressed interest in allowing the airstrip to be used as a shelter site, but she said she would have to discuss the proposal with the other partners. Sharon reminded the group that CalFire will have to approve the site first. Battalion Chief Kreik said that the site is a possibility if CalFire can come up with a land use agreement with the property owners that specifies that the owners will not be reimbursed for any damage caused by equipment. He added that they will return the property to its original state if it is damaged. Zablan expressed concern that the airstrip is surrounded by dense brush and that those fuels may need to be treated before the site can safely be used as a fire safe zone. The group discussed the possibility of using some of the Red Cross funds to clear the brush. Sharon thought it may be possible as long as the project is used in an educational way, like a workshop, or tied to the placement of the shelter unit at the site. Battalion Chief Kreik suggested that CalFire crews could clear the brush around the airstrip and that the Tehama County Resource Conservation District’s new chipper might be utilized to chip the brush. He added that CalFire has a truck that can be used to haul the chipper. He went on to explain that the TCRCD has received their new chipper, purchased with grant funds, and that they will be using it to chip brush in the Manton area this fall for property owners. He said that the money they earn with that project will go into a pot to fund fuel breaks for the whole community. Kathy Zablan informed the group that the NRCS will evaluate the property and make recommendations, as well as partially fund clearing as part of their Healthy Forest Reserve Program. She added that all of the partner owners will need to sign the application for NRCS services. Sharon suggested that Marion Rockvold can walk the property with Kathy to see where work needs to be done. Marion agreed, suggesting that Battalion Chief Kriek can walk it with them. He added that they can work on the agreement this winter.
· CalFire Report:

· Battalion Chief Kreik reported that he has toured construction sites in Battle Creek and trained the crews in fire safety and in what needs to be done if a fire starts.
· Marion Rocksvold, Manton Volunteer Fire Department, reported that CalFire has been checking conditions and water sources on all the roads in the area to ensure water sources are still viable and that each spot has been GPS-mapped.

· The group discussed the need for a backup power source to run the siren at the CalFire station if there is a power failure. Marion noted that a new generator would cost $20,000, due to California’s emission standards. She added that it would cost nearly $40,000 to purchase a generator capable of running everything. Chief Kriek said that they will also need a system to let people know what the siren means and where to go if they hear it. Marion reminded the group that we need to meet with the sheriff’s office to ensure that our evacuation plan meets their requirements.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.
