MANTON FIRE SAFE COUNCIL MEETING NOTES

July 13, 2010

Coordinator Sharon Paquin-Gilmore convened the meeting and began by reading an update submitted to her by Cal Fire Battalion Chief Bart Kriek:

“Sorry I will not be able to attend the meeting tonight. I will be attending the Tehama County Volunteer Fire Chief’s meeting in Vina tonight. Our new fire prevention assistant, Kevin Colburn, is planning on attending the fire safe counsel meeting to introduce himself and discuss his function in the Cal Fire Unit. I will ask E2551 with Captain Bond to attend. Our Manton engine is in Shasta County on a fire and will not be back in time to attend.

· I met with the project supervisor for the Bureau of Reclamation, who is in charge of the entire stream restoration project, this morning and this afternoon. We discussed the project time schedules, site specifics; companies involved with the project, and will be providing on-site training and safety information to the contractors. 

· Manton Evacuation Zones and Escape Routes: Spoke to the TCSO about evacuations and escape routes. In 2003 there were established escape routes and safe zones and placed onto a public document. I have located the creator of the publication and will reexamine what currently in place and what needs to change. The fire safe council to be included in the discussion. 

· Currently reviewing the specifications of the chipper to see what vehicles CAL FIRE has which might be of service to the project. 

· The road we discussed for use in the fire defense video is a good site and has potential for a model site. 

· Crews are available for use during the non-fire season to work with the chipper. 

· I have spoken to Dan Hebrard about making a map with all previous fires, vegetation management project and conservancy projects inclusively. I will provide an update at the next meeting. 

· Reverse 9-1-1 is available to the Manton area and is controlled by the Sheriff’s Office. I will provide an overview at the next meeting. 

Sorry that I will not be able to attend tonight.

Bart”

Bob Cords, with the Manton Volunteer Fire Department, added that he will be working with them also to coordinate aid efforts in case of construction crew medical needs.

Sharon announced that Western Shasta Resource Conservation District has completed the new Shingletown/Manton Communities Fire Safe Plan Update and the Wildland Fire Evacuation Plan for Shingletown Ridge and Manton (both documents are available on the Manton Fire Safe Council page).
She noted that the evacuation plan identifies the Manton Airport as a designated collection point during wildfire events. Supervisor Dennis Garton commented that there had been an agreement with previous owners to allow the airstrip area to be used as a staging area for equipment during emergencies but he did not know if the current owners would be agreeable.  He said that he would like to have another Red Cross shelter installed next to the airport runway.  He advised the Council that Red Cross needs to be the entity that initiates a new agreement with the current landowners.

Sharon said she would contact Red Cross and ask them to speak with the owners.

Tom McCubbins of the Tehama County Resource Conservation District provided an update on their chipper program. He said they have sent a check for the chipper and that they have not received it because it is being fabricated in Wisconsin and is expected to arrive within a few weeks. He explained that RCD staff will run the chipper and the Ishi crew will be hired to feed brush into the chipper. He said the RCD does needs a ¾ ton truck to pull the chipper because it is 20 feet long and weighs 15,000 lbs.  

Supervisor Garton advised that the sheriff’s office has a 1 ½ ton flatbed that can be used to tow the chipper up to Manton, “if push comes to shove”. He added that if the TCRCD can provide a driver he is pretty sure the sheriff will sign off on letting them borrow it for a fuels reduction project.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore introduced Manton resident Phyllis Penticoff and explained that Phyllis lives on Deer Springs Road, and that there is a dangerous brush situation from the beginning of the road at Hazen Road, to the half-way point along Deer Springs. She told the group that Cal Fire personnel confirmed that it will be tough to get in and out on that road during a wildfire.  She went on to say that Red Cross designated donated funds for a fire safe workshop and that the Deer Springs site could be used for that workshop. 
Tom McCubbins responded that there should be funds left over from the Paynes Creek/Lanes Valley fuel break project because several stretches along Lanes Valley Road do not need to be cleared so maybe some of that budget can be used to treat the fuels on the Deer Springs site. 

Phyllis Penticoff reported that one of her neighbors offered to let Cal Fire install a fire hydrant on his property.

Bob Cords said he was aware of that, but he said the hardware costs about $6,000. He said he’d like to see a slush fund to cover pipes and other equipment to run water from ponds when the landowners offer to let them use water.
Tom McCubbins said that when the chipper project starts to make a profit, they can create a slush fund with some of the revenue.

Sharon asked Bob when he thought it would be safe to clear brush along Deer Springs Road and he responded that if the Ishi crew was available, and if there was an engine on site, it should be safe to do it later this summer. Tom MCCubbins said the chipper should arrive later this month but he thought it would be safer to wait until fall to clear brush.

Dennis Garton provided an update about Tehama County’s “reverse 911” system.  He said the system is operational and that it makes computer-generated outbound calls from the sheriff’s office.  He said the system will originate calls to every number in a predetermined geographical area because it is able to access the telephone carrier’s landline database, including unpublished phone numbers. He added that anyone who wants to add their cell number can log into a web site and sign up to add that number to the database. He said he didn’t know if it would work for added landlines outside the geographical area, as in the case of absentee landowners.
Bob Cords asked Garton if the proposed Manton siren could be tied into the reverse 911 system so that it would be phone-activated in case of emergency.  Mr. Garton responded that if the siren was connected to a phone line and if that number was added to the database, it should work.

Sharon reported that she recently met with Martha Grise, the new Chief Executive Officer for the American Red Cross. She told the group that she put together an annual report to the Red Cross and presented it to Ms. Grise at the meeting (report available on the MFSC web page). Sharon passed copies of the report to council members and explained that the report highlights how the donated Red Cross funds have been spent thus far to benefit the Manton community. She said she received a check from them and she thought it might be enough to cover the cost of a second shelter unit to be installed on the airport property.
She suggested that some of the Red Cross money might also be spent on creating an educational DVD showing the proposed fuels reduction project on Deer Springs Road. 
A discussion followed regarding the suitability of purchasing a solar system to generate lighting at shelter sites.

More discussion ensued over the types of fittings and valves needed for a hydrant. Bob Cords said he doesn’t need an actual hydrant because 75 gpm or more will suffice for their needs and a hydrant will give the impression that it can deliver more but most likely cannot produce sufficient volume, though firefighters might make the mistake of thinking it will.  Bob said he needs a riser coming out of the ground with a 2” fitting on it. Bob and the group agreed that he will come to the next meeting with a proposal for what the hardware will cost and where it will be installed, then the council will vote on whether to use surplus Red Cross funds to purchase the hardware.
Bob reported that they need more volunteer firefighters, and that the Cal OSHA and Fed OSHA training requirements are getting more and more stringent, so it is harder to recruit volunteers. He said they currently have about 6 volunteers.

He offered a suggestion to put out red flags at the entrance to the fire station to signify Red Flag days, when fire danger is extremely high.  Several people concurred that it would be a good way to alert the community.
The group discussed signage along the roads to identify different types of water sources so firefighters could easily locate them. Sharon mentioned that Bill Poytress has GPS coordinates for valves and some water sources and is working with the Tehama RCD to map them.
Sharon announced that the second round of free CPR classes are planned for this fall, and that they need volunteers for disaster preparedness training. She said that Red Cross representative Charles McCall will hold a training workshop in Manton.

She advised the group that the next Manton Fire Safe Council meeting is scheduled for August 12th.

There being no further business, the meeting was concluded.
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