MANTON FIRE SAFE COUNCIL MEETING NOTES

November 12, 2009
Sharon Paquin-Gilmore convened the meeting and reported that the MFSC is making connections with other entities involved with fire safe work, that are in some way connected to the Battle Creek watershed. 

She then introduced Lee Delaney, Fire Safe Project Manager for the Western Shasta Resource Conservation District. Lee reported on the grant that the WSRCD received to update the existing fire plan and to write new plans. He said it wouldn’t make sense to write 3 separate plans and that since much of the land owned by Sierra Pacific Industries has been clearcut, it does not need fuels reduction work. Because of that, he said they decided to move fire plan boundaries away from some SPI holdings and instead to include Forward Mills Road over to Rock Creek, Long Hay Flat Road and back up to Highway 44. He said they have to re-write four existing plans and one new community wildfire protection plan (CWPP). He said they decided to start with the Shingletown Plan.
He said that after looking at the area in Google Earth, he decided that Manton and Camp Forward should be a Defensible Fuel Profile Zone (DFPZ). He said they assigned priorities to the various zones as High, Medium and Low. He said it is important to tie in the fuel breaks with the DFPZ areas.
Lee outlined their recommendations by suggesting that a fuel break be built all the way along Shingletown Ridge down to Wildcat Road, and on to Battle Creek Bottom.
He said they also consider it a high priority to construct a fuel break along Ponderosa to High Bridge.

Lee said they plan to add GIS layers to the map to show the fuels reduction work that SPI and Beatty have done.

Steve Tussing suggested that the Tehama Resource Conservation District and the Western Shasta Resource Conservation District look at proposed projects in overlapping plan areas in order to coordinate their plans.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore proposed that the fire safe council have a meeting with Manton residents who live on the Shasta County side to they can see the plans and understand what projects we are planning so we can get their input.

Lee agreed that he can come back to present the plans to Manton residents in Shasta County. He added that the fire plan needs to be finalized by June, 2010.

He advised that two separate plans need to be written for either side of the county line because Cal Fire in each respective county needs to sign off on the plans in their county and are not allowed to sign off on plans in a different county.
He went on to say that one of the reasons they are updating the fire plans is that they need to address questions asked on the grant applications.

Dennis Bebensee with the Shingletown Fire Safe Council proposed to host a Firewise Community event to talk about firesafe methods and also to invite contractors to come and describe their (fuels reduction) services and equipment.

Lee Delaney cautioned that it may take four or five applications to secure funding for the fire plan projects but he said there are smaller projects that can be done in the meantime. He said the RCD’s will be the financial managers for project grants in the plan area.
Father Siobhan asked if they apply for grants to fund small projects within the plan or apply for funding for the entire plan.
Lee Delaney responded that there is a lot of competition for grant money so they need to have the best organized plan in place.
Tom McCubbins with the TCRCD agreed that it makes sense to connect a few DFPZ areas together to apply for a grant because it will protect a larger area and more resources.

Lee added that it doesn’t always work, because they had been advised to break it into separate applications, then the applications were turned down. Afterwards, they were told that they shouldn’t have separated them.
He said the projects have to be identified in the Plan before they can apply. Once funding is received, landowners will be contacted to see if they will cooperate with the project.  He suggested that we need to organize these neighborhoods to get them onboard so they will be ready when project funding is received.
Lee added that one thing they have been finding is that people are buying in this area and thinking that the brush and fuels on their property is a good thing.

Tom McCubbins advised the group that he invited Karin Silvas, who represents the Firewise Communities organization to come and give a presentation, but the TCRCD needs funds to pay her expenses.

Cal Fire representative Hebrand advised that he had read the criteria to be eligible to become a firewise community and noted that the only benefit to becoming one is that they are entitled to Title III funds.

Tom McCubbins suggested that one of the benefits of being certified as a Firewise Community is that residents can approach property insurance carriers and request a discount on premiums because of their Firewise Community status. He said he has never heard of that happening but that it may be something to explore.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore commented that the MFSC will form a subcommittee to work with the Shingletown Fire Safe Council to plan Firewise events for the Manton and Shingletown communities.
Ron Myers suggested that the Council contact Kelly with PG&E to find out if PG&E is offering a chipper program.

Bob Cords asked if anyone has explored finding out whether Air Quality Control has any grant money to fund a chipper program to mitigate air quality issues.

Tom McCubbins reported that he and Steve Tussing have been thinking in terms of landscape scale. He said that we need to be thinking of large scale fuels projects, including using fire (prescribed burns) to protect the watershed. 

Steve Tussing added that they are identifying all the existing fuel breaks in the watershed. He said he is also looking at areas where high fuels loads overlap erosive geology.
Sharon Paquin-Gilmore reported that the Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project is finally being implemented. She said the fish are very valuable, and that should give us an edge in applying for grants because the fish must be protected.  She said that Battle Creek is one of the most prestigious creeks in the country.

Tom McCubbins said that we need to prioritize projects in the Tehama East Fire Plan and start applying for grants.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore advised that we need to get really clear about what our priorities are so we can get the information to both the TCRCD and the WSRCD within a month so we can get to work on applications.

She said that the MFSC will apply to PG&E for the chipper program and will plan another CPR class.  She said they will also plan another demonstration workshop, using Red Cross funding to pay for the workshop.
Lee Delaney offered to meet with the MFSC again in November or December to discuss projects and categorize them by priority. He stressed that it is important to have community input.

Tom McCubbins suggested that we look at existing plans and come to a consensus in prioritizing those projects, then start writing applications.
Steve Tussing advised that it is important to continue covering the Shingletown Fire Safe Council meetings.

Ron Myers inquired whether there is a progress report on the cross country pipeline.

Sharon responded that there isn’t one yet and Bob Cords added that access will be very difficult. He said they will need to cut the pipe and remove it by helicopter.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

