MANTON FIRE SAFE COUNCIL MEETING

October 8, 2009

Coordinator Sharon Paquin-Gilmore opened the meeting and advised the group that MFSC projects include starting a chipper program, scheduling another CPR class and developing a plan for the health of the entire Battle Creek watershed. She explained that the chipper program should be available during February, March and April of 2010.

Steve Tussing reported that he is working with Tom McCubbins (Tehama County Resource Conservation District) on a comprehensive restoration plan for the watershed, which will include fire defense.

Steve Tussing and Tom McCubbins explained that Shingletown is developing a fire plan for their area and that the TCRCD has also developed the Tehama East Community Wildfire Protection Plan. The group discussed whether Manton needs its own Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) to address issues in its core community or if those issues can be incorporated into the Tehama East and/or Shingletown plans.

Tom McCubbins told the group that a $120,000 grant is funding the Manton Fuel Break Project along Lanes Valley Road to Highway 36.  In the Paynes Creek area a fuel break will be established on Plum Valley Road, that will loop around to Sky Ranch.

He advised that the TCRCD will be hiring out their chipper, which they are obtaining through a grant they were recently awarded, and their staff to do fuels reduction work and that the proceeds will be used to fund further fuels reduction projects.

Three more fuel breaks are planned for the Manton area, including maintenance on the Hazen Road shaded fuel break.

McCubbins said the Fuels Assessment project will identify areas of Ponderosa Way between Highways 44 and 32 that need to be improved in order to provide fire equipment access. There are also plans to create a fuel break along Ponderosa Way.  After the assessment, a detailed GIS map of Ponderosa Way will be created that shows the heaviest fuels loads and the stretches of road that need repair.

Ron Myers voiced concerns about the flume that crosses above Ponderosa Way due to clearance issues.  He would like to see the roadbed lowered and paved at the crossing to mitigate the possibility of contaminating Digger Creek. He said he would also like to have Elliot Road improved so it can be used as a fire exit.

Steve Tussing asked Tom McCubbins if the issue with the crossing can be addressed in the Ponderosa Way Plan. Tom responded that yes, the issue will be noted and that this is the type of information they need in order to address problems.

Bob Cords, Manton Volunteer Fire Department, noted that the section of Ponderosa Way that goes up to Shingletown Ridge is a critical fire access road.

Tom Responded that the thing that would shoot the project down would be to try to make the road good enough for heavy use by the public, but we do need to make it good enough for local access and fire equipment.

He went on to say that a key issue is to determine who has the authority to open gates and access right-of-way on private sections.

Ron Myers responded that the owner who has the locked gate near Highway 36 was given a deeded right to keep it locked when the road was constructed. It was noted that Cal Fire has the right to open any locked gate when access is needed during a fire.
Bob Cords asked what the TCRCD chipper program will cost individuals.

Tom replied that they don’t know yet. He said the District manager and their accountant are working it out. He said there will be an hourly rate for the chipper and operator. He reiterated that the fee for service rate will subsidize chipping projects such as the shaded fuel break on Hazen Road. He said that private individuals can hire the TCRCD to do their chipping rather than hire a private company to do the work.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore explained that the Council can get grant funds to do the chipping and hire the TCRCD, then that money can be used for other chipping projects in the area.

Steve Tussing mentioned that the Forward Mill area and part of Rock Creek Road have been added to the Shingletown fire plan.

Tom said that members of the Shingletown Fire Safe Council will be doing property inspections and that there are high priority targets in the Manton area. 

Cal Fire representative Keith White advised that the Shingletown Fire Safe Council members will provide information about clearance regulations, but Cal Fire staff will follow up with enforcement.

The group discussed the possibility of receiving grant funds from the Firewise Communities organization.  Sharon Paquin-Gilmore explained that we must show we are implementing projects so the organization will identify Manton as a “firewise community” in order to qualify for funding. 

It was suggested that we contact Karina Silvas, the Firewise Communities Program Coordinator, to see if she could come to a meeting to describe their program and advise us of how we can become eligible for funding through their organization.

Bob Cords asked if herbicides will be used on fire breaks and Keith White responded that they plan to use them in certain areas on the Shingletown fuel break.

Sharon noted that she is glad to see that the Shasta County side of Manton is being represented in the Shingletown Fire Plan.

Bob Cords asked Keith White if they will be doing any fire breaks along the base of Shingletown Ridge.  White said they were not. The work will be done along the ridge top.

Steve Gilmore asked how our water supply is for fighting fire and Tom McCubbins replied that it is good because we have a lot of ponds and ditches to draw from.

McCubbins went on to say that the Western Shasta RCD is funding the Shingletown plan and that maybe if Manton can tie into that plan, they will fund that work also.

Keith White noted that Cal Fire has to approve Cal Fire Unit plans.

Tom advised that we will need two signatures for Manton on the Shasta and Tehama sides. 

He also mentioned that Bea Nevins is the coordinator for the Shingletown Fire Safe Council. The group discussed again whether Manton needs its own Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) to address issues in its core community or if those issues can be incorporated into the Tehama East and/or Shingletown plans. The general consensus was that it seemed most effective to include Manton in the other plans, with the involvement of the MFSC.
Sharon Paquin-Gilmore said she will invite representatives from SPI (Sierra Pacific Industries), Lassen National Forest, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District and the Tehama County RCD to the next meeting.

Ron Myers suggested that before the next meeting, we should make a list of the things we should think about doing for the first 90 days of next spring.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

