MANTON FIRE SAFE COUNCIL MEETING NOTES

March 18, 2010

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore convened the meeting and explained to the group that the focus of the meeting will be to discuss what can be accomplished before fire season is declared (usually toward the end of May, depending on conditions).

Bob Cords remarked that Tehama County requires an annual burn permit to burn during May. He said a burn permit can be obtained at the Cal Fire office on Antelope Avenue in Red Bluff, or at the Manton Cal Fire office if it is staffed during May. He cautioned that even with a permit, you must call either the Shasta or Tehama Air Quality Control Board the day before you plan to burn to find out whether it’s a permissible burn day. In Tehama County, burning cannot start until 10:00 a.m. and the fire must be out by 5:00 p.m. In Shasta County, the fire must be out by 11:00 p.m. 

A representative from Cal Fire reported that their staff is currently conducting property inspections. He said they will advise owners of what needs to be done to bring the properties into compliance. They will return to see if the work has been completed and if it has not, they will issue a warning or a citation. He said if an owner fails to clean up their property after they’ve been cited, the county has the authority to do the work, then charge the owners and put a lien on their property.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore discussed the requirements and benefits of becoming a Firewise Community. She said that in order to qualify, the community must have a fire safe council, they need to provide firesafe education, and hold a firewise event. She said that Firewise Community designation qualifies a community to apply for project funding. She said that Manton does meet the criteria to become a Firewise Community. She asked if anyone has an objection to her filling out the application to become a Firewise Community. No one objected, so she said she will apply.
Bob Cords, Manton Volunteer Fire Department, told the group that there have been discussions about the possibility of the State Fire Safe Council and Firewise Communities combining because they essentially fill the same roles. The group speculated about whether belonging to a nationally-recognized group such as Firewise Communities may convince insurance providers to lower premiums on property insurance.  

Sharon described plans for Manton/Shingletown joint firesafe events. She told the group that she, Bob Cords and Kathy Bishop had recently met with Dennis Bebensee and other representatives of the Shingletown Fire Safe Council to propose ideas for the events. She said that Dennis Bebensee’s vision was to hold a contractor’s fair, where vendors could describe and sell their services to property owners and agency representatives would be there to provide information about fire defense. She said they had hoped to hold the fair this spring before fire season, but realized there wasn’t enough time to put together a big event this year.
Martha Schraml suggested that the event be held during fire season when people are more interested in finding out about wildfire mitigation. She added that there will be a lot more community interest after a few fires.

Sharon added that part of the purpose of the event is to do something with the Shingletown Fire Safe Council. She concluded that they have decided to wait and plan a big event for next year. 

Tom McCubbins of the Tehama County Resource Conservation District commented that the Shingletown Fire Safe Council is working with Western Shasta Resource Conservation District on fuel breaks and that the Manton Fire Safe Council has been working with the Tehama County RCD on fuel break proposals. He then described the Manton and Paynes Creek Community fuel breaks. He said that the fuel breaks to the north of Highway 36 are the Manton fuel breaks and the fuel breaks south of Highway 36 are in Paynes Creek.
Tom said joining the Shingletown fire break on Ponderosa Way with the 5 mile fuel break from Bluff Springs north ties the two proposals together. He added that the Manton fuel break has been funded but they can’t begin the actual clearing until BLM completes its environmental assessment, which looks at impacts resulting from clearing the land.

Tom told the group that the TCRCD will soon be buying its own chipper and will be putting it into service to paying customers in order to generate income to fund community projects. He stressed that it is critical to find alternate ways to generate funding to maintain fuel breaks.
Sharon reiterated that the Council needs to get its own chipper program in place again this year. She said that PG&E provided funds in the past to hire private crews that came to Manton and, through the coordination of the Manton Fire Safe Council, went to several locations to chip brush for landowners. She said the Council will coordinate future chipper programs and determine which properties it will go to and when.
Tom reminded the group of the importance of tying in with other efforts to show we are protecting whole landscapes, not just individual properties.

Sharon asked Tom if the is ready to buy a chipper. He replied that they have received authorization to purchase the machine. He added that they will be looking at a 1995 ¾ ton crew cab to pull the chipper. He said the truck is free, but it’s located in Twentynine Palms and they don’t know what kind of shape it’s in. 

Ron Meyers told Tom that if they buy the chipper and don’t have a truck to haul it, he will haul it for them and they can worry about getting a truck later.

Tom explained that the TCRCD is following Butte County’s lead on the chipper program because they have been doing it for a while and they know what they’re doing.

He asked Sharon if she has status on the Shasta/Tehama Fire Plan. She responded that she hasn’t spoken with Lee Delaney lately. Tom said he’d give him a call.

Someone asked Tom what the fire plans cover, and he explained that the plan describes the fire/fuel loads situation, what infrastructure is in place to mitigate the problems, what the shortcomings are and what can be done to rectify them. He said they prioritize the issues and develop plans to respond to the issues. He said that funding cannot be obtained without a fire plan in place.
Sharon noted that Manton is included in both the Shingletown Community and Tehama East plans so there will be more opportunity for the Manton community to get funding.

She said she would let the group know when she has information about scheduling a chipper program.

Sharon reported that there are remaining Red Cross funds that will be used to benefit the community, including having another free CPR class. Someone suggested using some of the Red Cross money to fund the Firewise Contractors’ Fair and Sharon concurred that it was a good idea.

Sharon told the group that Red Cross funds were used last spring to fund a fire safe workshop. She said that a property identified by Cal Fire personnel had thick brush that posed a fire hazard to the home and the community. Red Cross funds paid for necessary clearing. She said we could do that type of a workshop again if we can identify someone who really needs the help like those folks did.

Phyllis Penticoff expressed concern over thick growth that crowds a portion of Deer Springs Road at the corner of Hazen. She said that if a fire got in there it would cut off the escape route for families living along the road. Sharon suggested that since it connects to the Hazen Shaded Fuel Break it would make sense to clear that area.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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