
Manton Fire Safe Council Meeting Notes

August 11, 2011

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore convened the meeting. Round table introductions followed. Present: Bob Cords, Sue Young, Dennis Garton, Matt Wallen, Dave Russell, Ron Myers, Tom McCubbins, Steve Gilmore, Kathy Zablan, Martha Schraml, Kathy Bishop
Matt Wallen, Fire Captain at the Manton Cal Fire Station, reported that he recently checked water tanks on SPI land around Manton. He explained that some of the 10,000 gallon tanks are filled from drip lines and others by water tender.  Cal Fire inspected the tanks to see if any needed maintenance.
He also reported that the section of Ponderosa Way between Hwy. 36 and Forward Road has been opened. He said the gates are still in place but Cal Fire has access. The road was repaired in places, brush was cleared and a dozer line established to allow fire truck access from Hwy. 36. He said that the road is still not suitable for passenger vehicles.
Supervisor Dennis Garton asked Battalion Chief Dave Russell if they have plans to fix the section of Ponderosa Way at the county line that passes under the flume. Chief Russell responded that they are looking into it but that nothing has been decided. Supervisor Garton said that he talked with Gary Antone, the Tehama County Public Works Director, who confirmed that Ponderosa Way is a County road. He added that there is no word yet on whose responsibility it is to maintain it, but Antone said he is looking into it.
Ron Meyers remarked that SPI “promised to water down Ponderosa Way and grade it” when they were finished with logging activities.  Meyers said that SPI damaged the culvert and have not repaired it. Supervisor Garton responded that he would talk to mark? of SPI.
The group discussed the current status of SPI operations in the Manton area. Ron Meyers said that SPI trucks had left huge potholes on Ponderosa Way.

Steve Gilmore said that he had recently spoken to SPI’s Steve Emershy, who told him that they would start to do culvert repairs somewhere in the area next week. Meyers responded that there is a permanent hump where a Boole Ditch culvert has been pushed up by SPI trucks.
Sharon Paquin-Gilmore read aloud the newly-passed Bill ABx1 29, the Fire Prevention Fee Law. Captain Wallen remarked that none of the fees will go to fire staffing or equipment.  Supervisor Garton advised that there will be a lawsuit and that 13 other counties have already filed a lawsuit against the bill. Battalion Chief Russell said that they have lost staffing; they are looking at cuts to their equipment, and there is a possibility that they will have to shut down the air tanker bases. 
Bob Cords, Manton Volunteer Fire Assistant Chief, reported that they had raised enough funds to purchase the Jaws of Life and they are currently training their personnel in its use.

Assistant Chief Cords reported that they have 2 new volunteer applicants who are going through the training process.

He said they have a new helicopter pad, which has been dedicated to the late Robert Lenkner, because he was instrumental in getting the Manton VFD building built.

Supervisor Garton asked Bob if he had prepared a proposal to use some of the remaining Red Cross funds to purchase stand pipes and other hardware to access water sources. Bob advised that they will need a stand pipe on Deer Springs Road for water coming from Bluff Springs, one on South Powerhouse Road to tap into Dawson’s pond, another for the pond on the Barth property on Forward Road and one for the Boole Ditch box on the Dobson property. He added they could put a riser on any of the PG&E ditches, but they would need PG&E permission to do so. He said that a pressurized system was preferable to throwing a hose in a pond and that a 1½  inch fitting is useful. 
Bob mentioned that “We are sorely lacking water sources on the Shasta side.” He asked for help to identify impounds, adding that they are better water sources than streams and ditches.
Sharon Paquin-Gilmore asked that he make a list of what will be needed and where it will go. Bob responded that he will have it ready by the September meeting.

Ron Meyers offered to donate a plug that he has and that he also has valves that fit the plug.

Sharon told the group that spending Red Cross funds to enable access to water sources will benefit the entire community so it will be a good use of the money. Supervisor Garton concurred.

Captain Wallen said he’d like each property owner to mark water sources on their property in a uniform manner so the sources would be easily recognized by out-of-town fire fighters. He emphasized that the signs should be universal and easily recognized.

Kathy Zablan asked why the new shelter trailer is parked at the fire station rather than on the Shasta County side. Sharon responded that the trailer is safer at the station and there is no liability while it is parked there, like there would be if it was parked on someone private property.

Supervisor Garton told Zablan that if the Sheriff declares her property an emergency site (the airport property), that releases the property owners from liability.
Tom McCubbins, TCRCD, reported that the Manton fuel breaks have been completed. He said that there was funding left over after completing work along Plum Creek Road in Paynes Creek, so they used that money to clear a section along Little Giant Mill Road. He said the fuel break project along Ponderosa Way will begin in September.
Tom told the group that the RCD is working to develop relationships to clear along some of the forest roads. As an example, he said, they would like to propose a fuel break along the A Line that takes off from Lyonsville and comes out at Lassen Lodge. He added that they may also be able to clear on SPI lands.

Tom said there is another proposal to clear 100 feet of brush on either side of the road along Forward Mill, so that it would tie in with several other fuel breaks.

Supervisor Garton reported that Gary Antone confirmed that the County will be spraying herbicide along Lanes Valley Road.

Bob Cords reported that “the whole slope” has been cleared on the Hrycenko property located at the end of Cedar Ridge Road. He said that will tie in the fuel breaks between Hazen Road and Ponderosa Way.
The group discussed the issues regarding maintenance of the fuel break along Hazen Road and advised that Deer Springs Road should be widened to enable fire truck access,

Sharon reported that PG&E donated $1,000 this year for a chipper program.  The group discussed whether the money could/should be used to hire the Ishi crew to clear on private property, specifically the Airport property. Tom McCubbins said he would investigate the regulations governing use of the Ishi crew for that purpose. 
Supervisor Garton inquired whether Cal Fire can bring in the Ishi crew during a non-emergency.  He asked about liability while the work is being done. He added that an inmate crews cannot work where profit is being made. He said that brush clearing would be profitable to the property owners and that inmate labor can’t be used when a commercial company could be used because the inmate work would take work away from a private company.
Super visor Garton reported that there is an application to the FCC for a new radio tower in Manton. He said that the application showed a trailer park on the map where they propose to erect the tower.

Sue Young asked if a date has been set for the next Red Cross CPR class. Sharon responded that it has not, but they may have one after school starts.

Due to the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy’s Annual meeting on September 7th, the next Manton Fire Council meeting will be held on September 15th.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.


