MANTON FIRE SAFE COUNCIL MEETING NOTES

June 18, 2009

The Manton Fire Safe Council hosted a free workshop and ice cream social sponsored by the Tehama County Resource Conservation District

The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by MFSC Coordinator Sharon Paquin-Gilmore. Introductions followed. 

Tom McCubbins, Watershed Coordinator and Projects Manager for the TCRCD facilitated the meeting & described the TCRCD Tehama East Fire Safe Plan, which includes an assessment of the portion of Ponderosa Way running between Highways 44 and 32. The assessment will include a GIS analysis of fuel loads. He said that analysis of fuels is achieved through remote sensing to create a map layer. They plan to also include a layer of bridge ratings. McCubbins explained that the assessment is the first step in the TCRCD’s plan to design fuels reduction and road improvement projects along Ponderosa Way to create fuel breaks and to enable fire fighters and their equipment to utilize the road.

McCubbins also announced that the TSCRD has received funding for the Manton Community Fuel Break and Chipper Program.  The grant will fund a fuel break that will connect Manton School Road on the west to Cedar Ridge Road on the east. The TCRCD also plans to purchase a heavy-duty chipper. McCubbins told the gathering that the monies generated from hiring the TCRCD to do chipping will go into a fuel breaks fund that will be used to maintain the fuel breaks.

McCubbins also touched on the pre-proposal for the Battle Creek Watershed Integrated Weed Management Plan being developed by the TCRCD, with the assistance of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and The Nature Conservancy. He hopes to secure funding for projects to identify and remove invasive species such as Spanish broom, a non-native plant that chokes areas of the BC watershed and poses a significant fire hazard.

Jas O’Growney, a GIS Analyst with the TCRCD, presented 2 GIS maps showing fuel loads in Manton and from Manton to Shingletown. He asked for feedback from local residents in identifying specific structures, etc. The maps were left on the wall at the Manton Grange for people to examine.

Erik Ross, Rangeland Management Specialist with the NRCS, described some of the NRCS programs and told the group that the NRCS hopes to schedule future workshops in Manton that will focus on small farm agricultural enterprises.  Responding to a question from the audience, he explained that the NRCS only deals with existing agricultural operations. He said they provide information about such topics as irrigation, pest control and converting to organic practices. He affirmed that they also offer advice on pond renewal, cattail control, and invasive species. Erik Ross can be reached at the NRCS office in Red Bluff at 530-527-3913.

Battalion Chief Dave Harp, Chief Enforcement Officer for the Tehama/Glenn Cal Fire Unit, introduced himself to the attendees.  He explained that Cal Fire is under contract to work for the county but they are paid by the state.  He said the State Responsibility Area includes everything uphill of either side of the valley, but when it hits the mountains, it becomes a Federal Responsibility Area.

Chief Harp detailed requirements of the new Fire Hazard Abatement Ordinance for Tehama County and consequences to landowners who fail to comply. He noted that owners of large tracts of land are exempt from complying with the clearance regulations. He also provided new information on firebreak requirements for parcels zoned rural and agricultural.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned and the group proceeded to the kitchen to enjoy the delicious ice cream and toppings provided by the Tehama County Resource Conservation District.
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