
Manton Fire Safe Council Meeting Notes
June 16, 2011

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore convened the meeting at 6:30. Introductions followed.
In attendance: MFSC Coordinator, Sharon Paquin-Gilmore, Ron Myers, Tom McCubbins, Marion Rocksvold (MVFD), Bill Ensrud (Cal Fire), Steve Osenton (Cal Fire, Ishi Camp), Matt Wallen (Cal Fire), Dennis Garton (Board of Supervisors), Kathy Bishop.

Community disaster preparation: 

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore reported that she will be meeting with Red Cross representatives when Charles McCall (Red Cross) returns to the area.

Sharon explained that a Conex storage container, purchased with Red Cross funds, is in place behind the Manton School and that it is stocked with emergency supplies. Two generators and lights have also been purchased with Red Cross funds.
She said the supply shelter that will be located on the Shasta County side of Manton will be on wheels. She added that the people who own the air strip property are receptive to having the shelter there but in order to do so, they will need to increase their insurance coverage. 
The possibility of using the Camp Latieze property as an emergency site was discussed but it was decided that the location is too remote and the access roads were too narrow and brushy to be feasible.

Ron Meyers reported that he found a 2005 model trailer listed on Craigslist for $3,650. It is located below Stockton/Modesto. Ron told the group that he is willing to go there and haul it to Manton.  He added that it has new tires, a new spare and a fire extinguisher.
Sharon suggested that Red Cross funds be used to reimburse Ron for his mileage and the rental fee for extended mirrors. The group voted unanimously in favor of purchasing the $3,600 trailer and covering the mileage and rental fee with Red Cross funds. They told Ron that if he doesn’t like it when he sees it, he shouldn’t buy it.

It was suggested that the new trailer be parked on the Tehama County side of Manton until a site on the Shasta County side can be agreed upon. Marion Rocksvold pointed out that it may be better to park it on the Shasta County side instead, in case the North Fork bridge crossing becomes blocked by fire or vehicles.
Supervisor Garton asked who will be the registered owner of the trailer. He added that if the trailer is donated to the fire department it will be county-owned and county-insured.  The group agreed that it might be a good idea to donate the trailer.

Cal Fire Report:

The new Manton Cal Fire Chief, Matt Wallen, reported that their staffing has been cut to three persons per engine, rather than the customary four per engine. He said the good news is that the personnel they retained are more experienced than those who were let go. He added that, during an emergency, it may be possible to have 4 firefighters on an engine because the Governor may sign off on it in August or September.
He reported that humidity is currently higher in the evenings due to low snow levels so grass is retaining moisture longer this season but he said that logging activity in the upper lands increases the chances of starting fires.

He reported that residential inspections in Manton have been cut back due to a decrease in staff. He noted that he did follow up on those previously in violation of clearance regulations and that they all passed current inspection. He added that he will perform friendly courtesy calls to inspect property on request and make recommendations.
The chief explained that the reason that small burn piles are safer than large one is that the heat column of a large burn carries embers farther than that of a small burn.
Tehama County Resource Conservation District Report:

Tom McCubbins, TCRCD, reported that the RCD has been hiring the Ishi crew for brush clearing along Cedar Ridge and South Powerhouse roads. He requested that the MFSC compose a letter to Gary Antone, Tehama Couty Public Works, requesting that the department apply herbicide along the roads and also to send a copy of the request to the Board of Supervisors. Supervisor Dennis Garton asked McCubbins to assist Sharon with the verbiage in the letter.

McCubbins suggested that we include a message about the need to maintain clearings along the roads in the next MFSC flyer or newsletter.

McCubbins reported that the RCD is currently working on a fuel break along Plum Creek Road near the Ishi Camp. He said that the Forest Service plans a prescribed burn along that road. The RCD has also created a 150’ clearance on either side of a portion of Little Giant Mill Road. He added that they hope to do more clearing along that road but that it is currently in the proposal stage.

Tom described the fee for service chipper program being offered by the TCRCD.  A discussion ensued regarding the fact that a layer of wood chips can keep grass down but wood chips can also spread fire.
Sharon suggested that the MFSC have a workshop where Cal Fire personnel could educate the community about fire safe practices.

Marion Rocksvold proposed that the chipper be used to chip a “huge pile of brush” on the Manton School property. She added that the brush needs to be gone before the Manton Apple Festival.

Tom reported that the TCRCD is managing the range allotment’s fire and vegetation plan on the Tehama Wildlife Refuge and that the TCRCD is trying to secure funds for a weeds management program there. He said they would be working with Adam Wyman (Cal Fire) and that they are applying to the California Fire Safe Council for project funding.

Other business:

Ron Meyers asked a representative from the Ishi Camp, Steve Osenton, if there will be more bulldozer training. Steve responded that he isn’t the person to ask. Meyers proposed that training be done on a rough stretch of Ponderosa Way that stretches from near the creek to the Shasta County side.
A question arose as to what entity is responsible for maintenance on Ponderosa Way. Supervisor Garton suggested that a letter be sent to Gary Antone, requesting that he research the answer.

McCubbins noted that the road south of Bluff Springs is also in need of repair.

There being no further business, Sharon Paquin-Gilmore adjourned the meeting.
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