MFSC Meeting – June 12, 2008

The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Coordinator Paquin-Gilmore.

It was noted that Cal Fire representatives were unable to attend the meeting because they were responding to fires in other areas.

Ron Myers reported on the successful launch of the PG&E-sponsored free chipper program in Manton.  In May, a Davies crew spent 2 days at several residences in the Manton area, chipping piles of brush. The chips were either broadcast or dumped, depending on landowners’ preference. Mr. Myers reported that he was very impressed with the level of professionalism of the crew and of the PG&E representative, Kelly Frederickson. He suggested that the MFSC send her a letter of thanks. Sharon Paquin-Gilmore volunteered to send the letter.

Mr. Myers mentioned that he learned that dry manzanita dulls the chipper blades, so the crew prefers not to chip dry manzanita. He also learned that bundles of brush should be stacked perpendicular to the equipment access roads rather than parallel so the crews have an easier time loading it into the chipper.

It was agreed that the next chipper day would be held after fire season is over and that money from Red Cross funds will be used to advertise the dates of chipper days. Flyers will also include information regarding size of brush bundles, etc. Flyers will also stress that the program is available to both Shasta and Tehama County residents.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore reported on the Red Cross agreement. She said that the agreement between the MFSC and the Red Cross has been signed and the funds have been deposited in the MFSC bank account.  She advised that Steve Gilmore has obtained a quote on the type of storage container that will be used to store emergency supplies. After the container is installed and the supplies are provided, the MFSC will sponsor a community celebration at the Manton School to introduce them to the new equipment.

Sharon explained that as part of the agreement with the Red Cross, there will be CPR classes at the Manton School gym in the fall. The classes will be provided at no cost to participants. Participants will receive a certificate and a disaster kit upon completion of the CPR class.

Tom McCubbins of the Tehama County RCD reported that the RCD is now doing fee-for-service work. He explained that the RCD can be the legal entity for CEQAs, EIRs, etc.  He mentioned that even though the Ishi crew cannot work directly for private groups, they can contract through the RCD for their services, with the RCD receiving a fee for facilitation.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore reported that there is a new quarterly newsletter (The Manton Vine) being produced at the Manton School by volunteers. Local groups and non-profits have been asked to contribute articles, so she provided 2 articles with photographs; one article about the MFSC and one providing information about the agreement with the Red Cross. She added that she also bought advertising space for the first 4 issues of the newsletter ($100 per issue) and used the ad space in the first issue to provide tips for a fire-safe fire season.

Sharon suggested that in the next issue, which will come out in the fall, the MFSC could provide information about brush clearing and the new chipper program. She noted that the newsletter provides more space for information than MFSC flyers and that advertising in the newsletter costs less than mailing flyers to the community. Sharon suggested that when school is back in session, the MFSC could use student art to illustrate the articles and advertisements.

Tom McCubbins inquired whether anything had been resolved regarding the possibility of creating a special assessment district in order to raise funds for fuels reduction. Sharon responded that the idea had been tabled. It was noted that creation of a special assessment district would be complicated since the Manton area straddles 2 counties. Tom offered to discuss what it would take to get a ballot vote for a special assessment district involving 2 counties with Jan Lopez, who has had experience in creating special assessment districts. Paquin-Gilmore suggested that the MFSC might invite her to speak at a future meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. Next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 10th at 6:30 at the grange. 

