Manton Fire Safe Council Meeting Notes – May 8, 2007

Two Cal Fire representatives introduced themselves.  Randy Rapp is the new Battalion Chief and Kristy Bond fills Chris Baptista’s role at the Manton Fire Station.

It was decided that the Manton Fire Safe Council will send out a flyer each month.

Tom Bourne, Red Cross CEO, reported that the Red Cross will pay printing costs and bulk mailing costs for firesafe education flyers to be mailed to Manton residents every month.  The first flyer will contain information about the mandated 100’ clearance around homes. CDF will provide the flyer. Tom Bourne said he can have contact information printed on the backside of the flyer.  CDF mentioned that they also have a tri-fold brochure that can be mailed at a future date, but labels will need to be affixed.

Marion Rocksvold suggested that the council involve the Manton students in designing content for future flyers.  She said it would make them aware and they would take the message home to their parents. Red Cross can pay for the supplies to create the flyers.

Tom Bourne asked Marion Rocksvold to find out what the bulk mailing will cost and to let him know.

Tom McCubbins of the Tehama RCD advised the Council that the Red Bluff Daily News is willing to print any press release for free, and he suggested that the Council utilize the newspaper to get the fire safe message to residents.

Sara Giovannetti asked Tom Bourne if the Red Cross will pay to erect a kiosk to provide fire safe information.  He said the Red Cross can pay for it but he asked where the kiosk can be placed and who will give permission to put it there.  He said his understanding is that it would be a simple, open structure with a roof to cover the bulletin board.

Bill Poytress suggested that the Council ask PG&E if the kiosk can be placed on their property next to the Manton community bulletin board.

A discussion followed with several members voicing concerns that people will not stop to read the information posted in the kiosk.

Tom Bourne said they will park a trailer on the Manton school grounds and stock it with supplies. He said the Red Cross has to do a walkthrough at the school before they can bring the trailer there.

Randy Rapp, Cal Fire, offered to have a presentation at the school and to include the community in the event.  He said that helicopters will not be available for the event but they can bring fire trucks and fire tenders. It was also suggested that the presentation be held at the fire station.

Steve Webster of Total Forestry presented a GIS map of the Manton WUI that he and other Shasta College students built. One of the map layers shows the types of vegetation (fuel loads) within the WUI. He explained that the information is instrumental in evaluating and categorizing fire risk level by area. This information can help determine which areas are defensible, which are not and where fuel breaks should go. The map is color-coded to show low, medium, high and extreme risk areas. Red areas on the map indicate heavy, contiguous fuels.  The map also shows the ponds where Cal Fire can draw water.

Steve Webster stated that he does not believe that fuel breaks stop big fires from spreading. He said that individual properties can be cleared to minimize risk. Ron Myers, a resident on Ponderosa Way, requested that Mr. Webster come to his property to provide a personal evaluation.

Mr. Webster also gave a brief talk about CFIP projects he has conducted for local landowners. He announced that he will present a reforestation workshop on the Lee property on June 2nd, starting at 9:00. He will talk about the CFIP program and show the methods used to rehabilitate a badly burned section of the Lee property.  It was suggested that information about the upcoming workshop be added to the first flyer sent to Manton residents.

Randy Rapp, Cal Fire Battalion Chief, reported that they have the new fire prevention sign for Manton and will erect it as soon as they choose a location.

Chief Rapp said that Cal Fire reps intend to do property inspections to insure that residents are complying with the 100’ clearance regulations. He said they will follow up with residents to ensure that the clearing is done after the initial inspection.  

Marion Rocksvold of the Manton Volunteer Fire Department reported that Bob Cords has applied for a grant to purchase a fire truck. Mr. Cords explained that grants for fire trucks are available through the Office of Homeland Security.

Steve Gilmore noted that Sharon Paquin-Gilmore has received drafts of the MFSC Mission Statement and would like to receive feedback about the drafts. Tom McCubbins explained that the council needs to generate project ideas and that those projects should be included in the mission statement.

The next meeting of the MFSC will be held on June 12th.   At that time the members will discuss whether to change future meeting dates.
