MFSC Meeting – April 10, 2008

Representatives of the Red Cross attended the meeting and advised the group that the Red Cross has unconditionally accepted the terms of the proposal to the American Red Cross from the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy, on behalf of the Manton Fire Safe Council. They brought a draft agreement to be signed, however MFSC members deferred signing of the agreement until a later date.

PG&E representative Kelly Fredrickson introduced information about the PG&E-sponsored Community Chipper Program that is available at no cost. She explained that the PG&E chipper program is part of their fuels reduction effort. She told the group that PG&E will donate labor and equipment to the Manton area for one day each month. She cited an example of a successful chipper program administered by the Butte County Fire Safe Council.  Ms. Fredrickson provided details about their requirements:

· PG&E wants to target the 100’ space around homes

· 4” is the maximum diameter to feed into the chipper

· Brush piles must be stacked along roads for easier access

· There must be a management plan that allows for community access

· They will not run equipment in the afternoon hours during fire season

MFSC members responded favorably to the program and discussed plans to launch the first chipper day in Manton. Sue Young suggested that the MFSC sponsor a community meeting at the fire department to promote the community-wide chipper program. Other suggestions included sending out flyers to announce the program and invite people to the community meeting.

Tom Knight suggested that since it is only 5 or 6 weeks until fire season, the group should use the summer months to prepare and apply for grants to help clear fuels, then implement the chipper program in the winter after fire season is over. Kelly Fredrickson advised the group that the State Fire Safe Council has grants available. It was also suggested that Sierra Pacific Industries may fund a fuels reduction grant. Another suggestion was to have a fund-raising dinner.

Bob Lee suggested that the group can sponsor a community meeting to announce all the projects, including the agreement reached with the Red Cross. He added that the dinner could be held at the Manton School so that the community will have an opportunity to see the proposed shelter. Sharon Paquin-Gilmore proposed that a date for the dinner be set when they know the shelter is in place behind the gym.  Other suggestions included having a photo presentation of a chipper day, providing information about the Manton Fire Safe Council and giving a presentation about defensible space.

Steve Gilmore proposed a prototype chipper day so that people can see the process. Bob Cords added that the chipper project should be videotaped for future presentations.

It was suggested that PG&E should clear the dead brush on PG&E land near town. Ms. Frederickson responded that she will mention it. 

Ms. Frederickson also touched on PG&E’s Vegetation Management Program. She explained that the Public Utilities Commission requires that PG&E walk every mile of line every year to identify which trees need to be pruned.

Tom McCubbins of the Tehama County Resource Conservation District reported that there are free ponderosa pine and Douglas fir seedlings available. 

He also reported on a roadway improvement and fuels reduction project on a section of Ponderosa Way between Hwys 32 and 44. He explained that the project is being funded by a grant from the Resources Legacy Fund. 

Tom advised the group that the Ishi camp crew could no longer work directly with private entities, but they can work through the RCD, with the RCD managing the projects. There is a daily fee of $250 for a crew of 17. 

