Manton Fire Safe Meeting with Red Cross 3/06/2008

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore opened the meeting by informing the group that she contacted Red Cross in Sacramento after learning that Tom Bourne was no longer working for the Red Cross.  Paquin-Gilmore advised the Red Cross that they have not followed through on their obligation to release approximately $39,000 in “over subscriptions” that was donated to help victims of the 2005 Manton fire. As a result, Red Cross developed a proposal to present to the MFSC of ways to use the money to benefit the Manton community.  They prefaced the proposal by advising the group that Red Cross is not in the business of building, so the money could not be used to purchase equipment or develop infrastructure to aid in pre-fire management.

Red Cross representatives introduced themselves and their respective roles in Red Cross, to MFSC members. Tehama County Undersheriff Dennis Garton then introduced himself and told the group that he is on the Red Cross Board.

MFSC members in attendance included core members and several CalFire representatives, including Kristy Bond, Chris Baptista and John Sprague.

Undersheriff Garton reported that the sheriff’s office received a $120,000 grant from the Office of Homeland Security to establish the Telephone Emergency Notification System Program. This program will help implement a statewide alert and warning system. It can also be used for armed and dangerous subjects and missing persons. 

Undersheriff Garton said the program will allow dispatchers to send emergency messages to all residents whom dispatchers map on their computer screens. The message would go out to all landlines and registered cell phones. He estimates that the system will be implemented within a year.

Members reviewed the Red Cross proposal, which included a trailer with enough supplies to shelter 50 people, a used vehicle to move the trailer, and CPR classes. The estimated dollar amounts of each item and service were itemized and the estimated total amounted to the $39,000 still being held by the Red Cross. As an example, the Red Cross valued CPR classes at $45.00 per individual and estimated that if 350 people attended the training, it would cost nearly $16,000.00. MFSC members estimated that 30 – 40 people would sign up for the classes.

Members discussed the feasibility and need for the proposed items and services. Hank Pritchard noted that the community has no need for a used vehicle valued at $3,600 to move the shelter trailer because there are already many vehicles in Manton that could be used for that purpose. 

Other options discussed by members included swimming lessons for Manton children, disaster preparedness lessons for children, babysitter training, defensible space workshops, and grants to pay for fuels reduction.

It was determined by the Red Cross representatives that, though funding fuels reduction for qualifying individuals did fall within their guidelines, there is not enough funds in the over subscription to cover the cost of hiring contractors to clear brush on those properties.

Sharon Paquin-Gilmore told the Red Cross that pre-fire management is the Conservancy’s top priority. Cal Fire’s Pre-fire Management Captain, John Sprague, told the group that there will be a new county ordinance that will carry penalties for those who do not comply with clearance regulations. He said that Butte County was secured grant funding to help low-income owners to clear fuels on their property.

He suggested a series of workshops over the years to educate people on why it is important to have defensible space and how to create it. It was suggested that students at Shasta College might conduct the workshops as part of a class project.

Conservancy Secretary Tom Knight asked Red Cross how often there are left over funds (over subscription) that were donated for a specific disaster and how those funds are spent.  The Red Cross responded that it happens often, and that there are presently over subscriptions for both the Tahoe and San Diego fires.  They explained that they try to estimate the need for each occurrence and cut off donations when they think they have received enough money to cover immediate needs.

RC reps advised the members that the Red Cross will be restructuring their organization in mid May, so they require the MFSC’s response to the proposal subsequent to the MFSC meeting on March 13th, and a signed MOU in place before the re-org. They stressed that the MOU must define how payments will be processed. They said they will return in April to discuss MFSC’s response to their proposal.

Red Cross told the group that they will appoint a local Red Cross Project Manager to ensure that all plans are implemented according to the MOU.

