MANTON FIRE SAFE COUNCIL MEETING NOTES

October 24, 2010
Chairperson Sharon Paquin-Gilmore convened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. and announced that this is the last MFSC meeting until February or March, 2011.

A Cal Fire representative who attended the meeting reported that fire season may end officially on November 1st, depending on the weather.  Sharon commented that she will put up a notice at the post office stating that the burn ban is still in effect until further notice.
Bob Cords of the Manton Volunteer Fire Department reminded everyone to get their chimneys and flues inspected and cleaned.

Tom McCubbins of the Tehama County Resource Conservation District (TCRCD) described 3 fuel break projects being funded by the California State Fire Safe Council in the Manton area. He said the projects are being managed by the TCRCD, in collaboration with the Manton Fire Safe Council and the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy. He said that the Ishi Camp crew will do the cutting and the RCD crew will to the chipping and piling. He related that the RCD has a signed contract to begin reducing fuels along Ponderosa Way, starting in the north at the Shasta/Tehama County lines and running south just below Bluff Springs. They will remove all trees less than 6 inches in diameter. He added that they cannot begin that project until they receive signed access permits from landowners along the road. He said they will begin that project in the spring and work on the Lanes Valley and Plum Creek sections first. He reported that the RCD has already begun fuels reduction work along Lanes Valley Road but that there is a problem with their new chipper. He said the Ishi Camp crew will continue to cut the brush along the road while the chipper is being repaired.
Tom told the group that the RCD is calculating what it costs the RCD per hour to pay their crew and run the chipper on a chipper project, and anything they earn over their costs will go into a fund that will go back into fuel break projects for the community.

Tom also reported that the TCRCD is managing grazing easements south of Highway 36 on 60,000 acres in the Tehama Wildlife Area. He said the RCD’s responsibilities include managing cattle allotments, cattle leases and fence maintenance.

Bob Cords asked Tom if there will be a secondary chemical treatment of the project areas. Tom responded that there will be one on Lanes Valley Road but not in Manton. He said that the County Roads Department will spray along there after the mechanical clearing.

Bob asked if anything is being done about fixing the Williams Ditch flume that crosses above the road on Ponderosa just north of the Tehama County line.  Sharon responded that Bob and Bart Kriek will need to look at it, but that since it is on the Shasta County side, the Shasta County Battalion Chief will need to be there. She said that Bart is also working with the Shasta County Battalion Chief on plans for the Shasta County shelter unit.
Bob reported on Lassen National Forest’s Dry Hill Project. He explained that the Forest Service plans to substantially thin or clear thick, unhealthy stands of red fir in targeted areas that, after logging, have taken over land formerly populated with ponderosa pines.  He said the Forest Service is doing pilot projects within those areas. More information about the project can be found on Page 5 of this PDF document on the Forest Service web site:
http://www.fs.fed.us/sopa/components/reports/sopa-110506-2010-07.pdf
Sharon reported that the MFSC, under an agreement with Red Cross, will use donations given to Red Cross after the Manton fire to fund a fuels reduction project at Hazen and Deer Springs Roads next spring. She said that the project will be an educational venture, using video to document the project and create a DVD promoting the benefits of fuels reduction for the community. She added that she will also be contacting PG&E to request funding to do more chipping for the community as they have done in the past in Manton.

Sharon said that so far $30,000.00 of Red Cross donations have been spent to purchase a shelter unit, lights and generators and other items to be used during a disaster in Manton. She added that the Council is currently working with Cal Fire and landowners to establish another disaster refuge on the airstrip property that is located on the Shasta County side of Manton.
Marion Rocksvold of the Manton Volunteer fire Department reported that she and Cal Fire Battalion Chief Bart Kriek inspected the property with one of the owners recently. Marion told the group that the property has 3 entrances. She said the runway is clear and in good repair for vehicles. She added that there is plenty of cleared space to set up a shelter unit and a tent city at one end of the strip. Sharon cautioned that the remaining Red Cross money must be used by April, 2011 so she suggested that an agreement with the property owners should be finalized. The remaining funds will be used to purchase a shelter unit, lights and generators for that location. Marion told Sharon that Bart Kriek will need to meet with Sharon again during the winter to finalize the shelter plans. Sharon agreed to set up a meeting with him. The group agreed that it would be good policy to have a third key made for the existing shelter unit that will be left in a stationary location in case the individuals who have the other 2 keys are not available to unlock the unit. Sharon agreed to have another key made for that purpose.
There being no further business, Sharon adjourned the meeting.
