Manton Fire Safe Council Mapping Project
March 11, 2007

Students from Shasta College have offered to help our fire safe council by assisting us with the development of our mapping project.  The students have been compiling existing base data (roads, structures, water data, etc.) from various sources.  They will be focusing in on a smaller portion of the larger fire safe council project area boundary, which will serve as a template for the entire project area that we will continue.  The smaller area includes the core area of Manton bounded by Hazen RD-Pondersosa Way-Forward Rd-and Rock Creek road.  

Sarah and Bill joined the students this past Saturday for a field assessment. During our outing, we were collecting data concerning three things:

1)  We identified a variety of structures and rated them for fire safety level. 

2)  We verified aerial photographs on the ground to determine the density of vegetation.  Areas were marked according to their density.  This information, combined with other data (accessibility, location according to structures, existing fuel breaks on public/private land, etc.) will help to determine the best places to reduce fuel loading and/or create fire breaks. 

3)  We also identified water sources accessible to fire fighting equipment from public roads.

We currently have an extensive list of assets compiled by the fire safe council participants that have also been input into our mapping project.  

During the meeting on Tuesday, we would like to discuss this information and the current direction of the project.  Input from the community concerning potential water sources on homeowner’s property and the level of involvement regarding fire safety/structure assessments would greatly add to the success of the project.  Additionally, we have also identified what we think are the goals of the project and would like input regarding them.  Thanks.

Goals and Objectives of Manton Fire Safe Council Mapping Project

· Identify and compile information on resources in the project area in an effort to reduce the potential and severity of wildfire effects in the community of Manton.

· Identify important assets and infrastructure in the community (e.g. utility boxes, water sources).

· Update Manton Road Directory using parcel number data to obtain known roads, addresses and driveways to assist county and state emergency personnel and volunteers responding to a variety of emergencies. 

· Identify structures and assess their relative fire safety level with the goal of sharing information and identifying ways to improve existing conditions.

· Identify areas for fuel reduction projects or fuel breaks based on data collected to focus efforts for seeking funds through various grant application processes.

