Statement from Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy Board (5/23/05):
At the BCWC Annual Meeting on May 16, 2001, the BCWC Board presented a resolution recommending that the membership agree not to support the Restoration Project "in its present form." In particular, the Board was concerned about potential problems for natural production in Battle Creek due to the operations at Coleman National Fish Hatchery which had not been properly taken into account in the planning for the Project; there was also concern regarding potential risks to Mount Lassen Trout Farm production; and there was a need for funding for the Conservancy to retain a qualified fisheries expert to advise the Conservancy and to assure the local stakeholders an informed voice in the restoration process.
Since that time the Board has worked diligently with the Four Agencies and has seen substantial progress in resolving the three issues listed above, as well as progress concerning other key issues later identified by the Board. The BCWC Board is pleased to report that:
· A structured Greater Battle Creek Watershed Working Group has been
implemented, and BCWC is a signatory member.
· The CALFED Science Program presented a science symposium and a
subsequent workshop that clarified the science underlying many concerns
regarding the compatibility of Coleman National Fish Hatchery (CNFH) with
the Restoration Project.
· Metropolitan Water District, using funds from the California Urban Water
Agencies Category Ml Account, stepped forward to assure that the local
watershed residents are part of the process by providing us with the capacity
to retain a credentialed fisheries ecologist who is able to provide the
Conservancy with the scientific expertise that it needs to understand and
contribute to Restoration Project planning; and
· The exposure of Mount Lassen Trout Farms (MLTF) to contamination of three
of its facilities by the Restoration Project is being addressed in Restoration
Project planning - the Supplemental Document to the EIS has recognized the
spread of fish diseases as a significant impact to fisheries - and measures
designed to mitigate this impact appear likely to reduce the threat to MLTF to
an acceptable level.
As a result of the progress listed above, and the ongoing progress concerning other key issues, the Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy Board now recommends support of the Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project in its current form.
